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2  ❖ 

a 26 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth    b 5 Or land  ; also in verse 6    c 6 Or mist    

The Beginning

1   In the be gin ning God cre at ed the heav ens and the  earth. 
2 Now the  earth was form less and emp ty, dark ness was over 
the sur face of the deep, and the Spir it of God was hov er ing 
over the wa ters.

 3 And God said, “Let  there be  light,” and  there was  light. 4 God 
saw that the  light was good, and he sep a rat ed the  light 
from the dark ness. 5 God  called the  light “day,” and the 
dark ness he  called “night.” And  there was eve ning, and 
 there was morn ing—the  first day.

 6 And God said, “Let  there be a  vault be tween the wa ters to 
sep a rate wa ter from wa ter.” 7 So God made the  vault and 
sep a rat ed the wa ter un der the  vault from the wa ter  above 
it. And it was so. 8 God  called the  vault “sky.” And  there was 
eve ning, and  there was morn ing—the sec ond day.

 9 And God said, “Let the wa ter un der the sky be gath ered 
to one  place, and let dry  ground ap pear.” And it was so. 
10 God  called the dry  ground “land,” and the gath ered wa-
ters he  called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.

    11 Then God said, “Let the land pro duce veg e ta tion: seed-
bear ing  plants and  trees on the land that bear  fruit with seed 
in it, ac cord ing to  their var i ous  kinds.” And it was so. 12 The 
land pro duced veg e ta tion:  plants bear ing seed ac cord ing to 
 their  kinds and  trees bear ing  fruit with seed in it ac cord ing 
to  their  kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And  there 
was eve ning, and  there was morn ing—the  third day.

 14 And God said, “Let  there be  lights in the  vault of the sky to sep-
a rate the day from the  night, and let them  serve as  signs to 
mark sea sons and days and  years, 15 and let them be  lights in 
the  vault of the sky to give  light on the  earth.” And it was so. 
16 God made two  great  lights—the great er  light to gov ern the 
day and the less er  light to gov ern the  night. He also made the 
 stars. 17 God set them in the  vault of the sky to give  light on 
the  earth, 18 to gov ern the day and the  night, and to sep a rate 
 light from dark ness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And 
 there was eve ning, and  there was morn ing—the  fourth day.

 20 And God said, “Let the wa ter teem with liv ing crea tures, and 
let  birds fly  above the  earth  across the  vault of the sky.” 21 So 
God cre at ed the  great crea tures of the sea and ev ery liv ing 
and mov ing  thing with  which the wa ter  teems, ac cord ing 
to  their  kinds, and ev ery  winged bird ac cord ing to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22 God  blessed them and 
said, “Be fruit ful and in crease in num ber and fill the wa ter 
in the seas, and let the  birds in crease on the  earth.” 23 And 
 there was eve ning, and  there was morn ing—the  fifth day.

 24 And God said, “Let the land pro duce liv ing crea tures ac cord-
ing to  their  kinds: live stock, crea tures that move  along the 
 ground, and wild an i mals, each ac cord ing to its kind.” And 
it was so. 25 God made the wild an i mals ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds, the live stock ac cord ing to  their  kinds, and all the 
crea tures that move  along the  ground ac cord ing to  their 
 kinds. And God saw that it was good.

    26 Then God said, “Let us make hu man be ings in our 
im age, in our like ness, so that they may rule over the fish 
in the sea and the  birds in the sky, over the live stock and 
all the wild an i mals, a and over all the crea tures that move 
 along the ground.”

 27 So God created human beings in his own image,
  in the image of God he created them;
  male and female he created them.

    28 God  blessed them and said to them, “Be fruit ful and 
in crease in num ber; fill the  earth and sub due it. Rule over 
the fish in the sea and the  birds in the sky and over ev ery 
liv ing crea ture that  moves on the ground.”

    29 Then God said, “I give you ev ery seed-bear ing  plant 
on the face of the  whole  earth and ev ery tree that has  fruit 
with seed in it. They will be  yours for food. 30 And to all the 
 beasts of the  earth and all the  birds in the sky and all the 
crea tures that move on the  ground—ev ery thing that has 
the  breath of life in it—I give ev ery  green  plant for food.” 
And it was so.

    31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. 
And  there was eve ning, and  there was morn ing—the  sixth 
day.

2   Thus the heav ens and the  earth were com plet ed in all 
 their vast ar ray.

 2 By the sev enth day God had fin ished the work he had been 
do ing; so on the sev enth day he rest ed from all his work. 
3 Then God  blessed the sev enth day and made it holy, be-
cause on it he rest ed from all the work of cre at ing that he 
had done.

Adam and Eve
4 This is the ac count of the heav ens and the  earth when they were 

cre at ed, when the Lord God made the  earth and the heav ens.
5 Now no  shrub had yet ap peared on the  earth b and no  plant 

had yet  sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the 
 earth and  there was no one to work the  ground, 6 but  streams c 

G E N E S I S
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01-10-Ge-2Sa-TNIVNoteworthy-2.indd   301-10-Ge-2Sa-TNIVNoteworthy-2.indd   3 10/27/2008   12:02:50 PM10/27/2008   12:02:50 PM



4  ❖ G E N E S I S  2 : 7 

a 7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah)  ; it is also the name Adam (see Gen. 2:20).    
b 12 Or good; pearls    c 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia    d 20 Or the man    e 21 Or took part of the man’s side    f 22 Or part    g 15 Or seed    
h 15 Or strike    

came up from the  earth and wa tered the  whole sur face of the 
 ground. 7 Then the Lord God  formed a man a from the dust of 
the  ground and  breathed into his nos trils the  breath of life, and 
the man be came a liv ing be ing.

8 Now the Lord God had plant ed a gar den in the east, in 
Eden; and  there he put the man he had  formed. 9 The Lord 
God made all  kinds of  trees grow out of the  ground— trees that 
were pleas ing to the eye and good for food. In the mid dle of 
the gar den were the tree of life and the tree of the knowl edge 
of good and evil.

10 A riv er wa ter ing the gar den  flowed from Eden; from  there 
it was sep a rat ed into four head wa ters. 11 The name of the  first is 
the Pi shon; it  winds  through the en tire land of Hav i lah,  where 
 there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; ar o mat ic res in b 
and onyx are also  there.) 13 The name of the sec ond riv er is the 
Gi hon; it  winds  through the en tire land of Cush. c 14 The name 
of the  third riv er is the Ti gris; it runs  along the east side of Ash ur. 
And the  fourth riv er is the Eu phra tes.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Gar den 
of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God 
com mand ed the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 
gar den; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowl edge of 
good and evil, for when you eat of it you will cer tain ly die.”

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be  alone. 
I will make a help er suit able for him.”

19 Now the Lord God had  formed out of the  ground all the 
wild an i mals and all the  birds in the sky. He  brought them to 
the man to see what he  would name them; and what ev er the 
man  called each liv ing crea ture, that was its name. 20 So the man 
gave  names to all the live stock, the  birds in the sky and all the 
wild an i mals.

But for Adam d no suit able help er was  found. 21 So the Lord 
God  caused the man to fall into a deep  sleep; and  while he was 
sleep ing, he took one of the  man’s ribs e and then  closed up the 
 place with  flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a wom an from 
the rib f he had tak en out of the man, and he  brought her to 
the man.

23 The man said,

  “This is now bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called ‘woman,’
  for she was taken out of man.”
24 For this rea son a man will  leave his fa ther and moth er and be 
unit ed to his wife, and they will be come one flesh.

25 The man and his wife were both na ked, and they felt no 
shame.

The Fall

3 Now the ser pent was more  crafty than any of the wild an i-
mals the Lord God had made. He said to the wom an, “Did 

God real ly say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the gar den’?”
2 The wom an said to the ser pent, “We may eat  fruit from the 

 trees in the gar den, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat  fruit 
from the tree that is in the mid dle of the gar den, and you must 
not  touch it, or you will die.’ ”

4 “You will not cer tain ly die,” the ser pent said to the wom-
an. 5 “For God  knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
 opened, and you will be like God, know ing good and evil.”

6 When the wom an saw that the  fruit of the tree was good 
for food and pleas ing to the eye, and also de sir able for gain ing 
wis dom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
hus band, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both 
of them were  opened, and they re al ized they were na ked; so they 
 sewed fig  leaves to geth er and made cov er ings for them selves.

8 Then the man and his wife  heard the  sound of the Lord 
God as he was walk ing in the gar den in the cool of the day, and 
they hid from the Lord God  among the  trees of the gar den. 
9 But the Lord God  called to the man, “Where are you?”

10 He an swered, “I  heard you in the gar den, and I was  afraid 
be cause I was na ked; so I hid.”

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were na ked? Have you 
eat en from the tree that I com mand ed you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “The wom an you put here with me—she 
gave me some  fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

13 Then the Lord God said to the wom an, “What is this you 
have done?”

The wom an said, “The ser pent de ceived me, and I ate.”
14 So the Lord God said to the ser pent, “Be cause you have 

done this,

  “Cursed are you above all livestock
  and all wild animals!
  You will crawl on your belly
  and you will eat dust
  all the days of your life.
 15 And I will put enmity
  between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring g and hers;
  he will crush h your head,
  and you will strike his heel.”

16 To the wom an he said,

  “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
  with pain you will give birth to children.
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6  ❖ G E N E S I S  3 : 1 7 

a 20,1 Or The man    b 20 Eve probably means living.    c 24 Or placed in front    d 1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought forth or 
acquired.    e 1 Or have acquired    f 8 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not have “Let’s go out to the field.”    
g 15 Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well    h 16 Nod means wandering (see verses 12 and 14).    i 22 Or who instructed all who work in    
j 25 Seth probably means granted.    k 26 Or to proclaim    

  Your desire will be for your husband,
  and he will rule over you.”

17 To Adam he said, “Be cause you lis tened to your wife and 
ate from the tree  about  which I com mand ed you, ‘You must 
not eat of it,’

  “Cursed is the ground because of you;
  through painful toil you will eat of it
  all the days of your life.
 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
  and you will eat the plants of the field.
 19 By the sweat of your brow
  you will eat your food
  until you return to the ground,
  since from it you were taken;
  for dust you are
  and to dust you will return.”

20 Adam a  named his wife Eve, b be cause she  would be come the 
moth er of all the liv ing.

21 The Lord God made gar ments of skin for Adam and his 
wife and  clothed them. 22 And the Lord God said, “The man 
has now be come like one of us, know ing good and evil. He must 
not be al lowed to  reach out his hand and take also from the tree 
of life and eat, and live for ev er.” 23 So the Lord God ban ished 
him from the Gar den of Eden to work the  ground from  which 
he had been tak en. 24 Af ter he  drove them out, he  placed on the 
east side c of the Gar den of Eden cher u bim and a flam ing  sword 
flash ing back and  forth to  guard the way to the tree of life.

Cain and Abel

4 Adam a made love to his wife Eve, and she be came preg nant 
and gave  birth to Cain. d She said, “With the help of the 

Lord I have  brought  forth e a man.” 2 Lat er she gave  birth to 
his broth er Abel.

Now Abel kept  flocks, and Cain  worked the soil. 3 In the 
 course of time Cain  brought some of the  fruits of the soil as an 
of fer ing to the Lord. 4 And Abel also  brought an of fer ing—fat 
por tions from some of the first born of his  flock. The Lord 
 looked with fa vor on Abel and his of fer ing, 5 but on Cain and 
his of fer ing he did not look with fa vor. So Cain was very an gry, 
and his face was down cast.

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you an gry? Why is 
your face down cast? 7 If you do what is  right, will you not be 
ac cept ed? But if you do not do what is  right, sin is crouch ing at 
your door; it de sires to have you, but you must rule over it.”

8 Now Cain said to his broth er Abel, “Let’s go out to the 

 field.” f  While they were in the  field, Cain at tacked his broth er 
Abel and  killed him.

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your broth er 
Abel?”

“I  don’t know,” he re plied. “Am I my broth er’s keeper?”
10 The Lord said, “What have you done? Lis ten! Your broth-

er’s  blood  cries out to me from the  ground. 11 Now you are un der 
a  curse and driv en from the  ground,  which  opened its  mouth to 
re ceive your broth er’s  blood from your hand. 12 When you work 
the  ground, it will no lon ger  yield its  crops for you. You will be 
a rest less wan der er on the earth.”

13 Cain said to the Lord, “My pun ish ment is more than I can 
bear. 14 To day you are driv ing me from the land, and I will be 
hid den from your pres ence; I will be a rest less wan der er on the 
 earth, and who ev er  finds me will kill me.”

15 But the Lord said to him, “Not so g; any one who  kills Cain 
will suf fer ven geance sev en  times over.” Then the Lord put a 
mark on Cain so that no one who  found him  would kill him. 
16 So Cain went out from the Lord’s pres ence and  lived in the 
land of Nod, h east of Eden.

17 Cain made love to his wife, and she be came preg nant and 
gave  birth to  Enoch. Cain was then build ing a city, and he 
 named it af ter his son  Enoch. 18 To  Enoch was born Irad, and 
Irad was the fa ther of Me hu ja el, and Me hu ja el was the fa ther of 
Me thu sha el, and Me thu sha el was the fa ther of La mech.

19 La mech mar ried two wom en, one  named Adah and the oth-
er Zil lah. 20 Adah gave  birth to Ja bal; he was the fa ther of  those 
who live in  tents and  raise live stock. 21 His broth er’s name was 
Ju bal; he was the fa ther of all who play  stringed in stru ments 
and  pipes. 22 Zil lah also had a son, Tu bal-Cain, who  forged all 
 kinds of  tools out of i  bronze and iron. Tu bal- Cain’s sis ter was 
Na a mah.

23 La mech said to his wives,

  “Adah and Zillah, listen to me;
  wives of Lamech, hear my words.
  I have killed a man for wounding me,
  a young man for injuring me.
 24 If Cain is avenged seven times,
  then Lamech seventy-seven times.”

25 Adam made love to his wife  again, and she gave  birth to a 
son and  named him Seth, j say ing, “God has grant ed me an oth er 
 child in  place of Abel,  since Cain  killed him.” 26 Seth also had a 
son, and he  named him Enosh.

At that time peo ple be gan to call on k the name of the Lord.
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