ge

Devotional
Bible

Colle

o2

9% ¢
ONONE@
6202¢e

©
©
©ge

ZZONDERVAN@)
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49530



The Holy Bible, Today’s New International Version™ TNIV ®
Copyright © 2001, 2005 by International Bible Society®. All rights reserved worldwide.
Z/ONDERVAN

College Devotional Bible
Copyright © 2007 by Zondervan
All rights reserved

Published by Zondervan
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49530, U.S.A.

www.zondervan.com

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 2006930302

Special thanks to Chris Check for contributing portions of the devotional found at
Luke 14.

The “TNIV” and “Today’s New International Version” trademarks are the property of
International Bible Society. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Interna-
tional Bible Society.

Up to 500 verses of the TNIV may be quoted in any form without written permission,
provided that the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book of the Bible, or more
than 25% of the total text of the work in which they are quoted. Notice of copyright
must appear on the title or copyright page of the work as follows:

Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, Today’s New International Version™
TNIV® Copyright © 2001, 2005 by International Bible Society®. All rights
reserved worldwide.

When TNIV quotations are used in non-commercial media such as bulletins, orders of
service, posters, transparencies or similar media used in churches, a complete copyright
notice is not required, but the initials (TNIV) must appear at the end of each quota-
tion.

Permission requests for non-commercial use that exceed the above guidelines must be
directed to, and approved in writing by, International Bible Society, 1820 Jet Stream
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80921.

Permission requests for commercial use within the U.S. and Canada that exceed the
above guidelines must be directed to, and approved in writing by, Zondervan, 5300
Patterson Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49530.

All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States of America

07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14/DCI/ 1098 76543 2 1

You will be pleased to know that a portion of the pur-
chase price of your new TNIV Bible has been provided
to International Bible Society to help spread the gospel of

International Bicle Society Jesus Christ around the world!
www.ibs.org



table of contents

Books of the Bible in Alphabetical Order . .. ............. ix
Quick Start Guide . . ... ... Xi
AWordtotheReader ........... ..., XV

GeNeSIS . v v v 1
Exodus........... ... 74
Leviticus. .. ... ... 127
Numbers ...................... 164
Deuteronomy .. ................. 220
Joshua................ ... ..., 268
Judges. ......... ...l 299
Ruth. ......... it 331
1Samuel...................... 337
28amuel. ... 378
1Kings ... 415
2Kings . ... 456
1 Chronicles. ................... 496
2 Chronicles. . ............oo... 539
Ezra. . ... 585
Nehemiah ..................... 600
Esther ............. ... ... ..... 621
Job. .. 632
Psalms........................ 678
Proverbs. . ..................... 799

Ecclesiastes. . .................. 842
SongofSongs .................. 855
lsaiah. ........................ 863
Jeremiah . .......... ... ... .. ... 954
Lamentations.................. 1039
Ezekiel . ...................... 1047
Daniel ........... ... .. ...... 1115
Hosea ..........oviinn... 1136
Joel o 1151
AMOS. ..ot 1157
Obadiah...................... 1169
Jonah........................ 1172
Micah. . ...............coint. 1176
Nahum....................... 1185
Habakkuk..................... 1189
Zephaniah .................... 1194
Haggai....................... 1199
Zechariah..................... 1202
Malachi ...................... 1215

Matthew. ..................... 1223 1Timothy. ...t 1523
Mark ... 1269 2Timothy...............u.t. 1530
LUKE. o oo 1300 THUS. . 1534
John. . ... ... ... . L 1349 Philemon..................... 1537
ACtS. .. 1387 Hebrews. ... .................. 1538
Romans...................... 1433 James . ... 1554
1 Corinthians . ................. 1455 1Peter......... ... it 1560
2 Corinthians ... ............... 1475 2Peter. . ... 1566
Galatians..................... 1488 llohn. ... ... ... ... ... ..... 1571
Ephesians .................... 1496 2John. ... 1576
Philippians. . .................. 1504 3lohn.....oi 1578
Colossians . .............cov.... 1510 Jude. . ... 1579
1Thessalonians . ............... 1515 Revelation .................... 1582
2Thessalonians . ............... 1520

Appendix |: Table of Weights and Measures ........... 1605

Appendix II: Revised Spelling of Proper Names ........ 1606

SubjectIndex. ... .o 1611

ReadingPlans . ......... ... .. ... 1623






DATE

THEME:

OR Moses

genesis

During the 1400s B.c., while the Israelites were traveling in the

desert

relationships, real life.

THE BEGINNING

1

In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth. 2Now
the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the
deep, and the Spirit of God was hov-
ering over the waters.

3And God said, “Let there be light,” and

there was light. 4God saw that the
light was good, and he separated
the light from the darkness. ®God
called the light “day,” and the dark-
ness he called “night” And there
was evening, and there was morn-
ing —the first day.

6And God said, “Let there be a vault be-

tween the waters to separate water
from water” 7So God made the vault
and separated the water under the
vault from the water above it. And it
was so. 8God called the vault “sky.
And there was evening, and there
was morning —the second day.

9And God said, “Let the water under the

sky be gathered to one place, and
let dry ground appear.” And it was
so0. 1°God called the dry ground
“land,” and the gathered waters he
called “seas.” And God saw that it
was good.

11Then God said, “Let the land
produce vegetation: seed-bearing
plants and trees on the land that

God interacts with us in all we experience — love, loss, broken

bear fruit with seed in it, according
to their various kinds.” And it was
s0. 12The land produced vegetation:
plants bearing seed according to
their kinds and trees bearing fruit
with seed in it according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was
good. 3And there was evening, and
there was morning —the third day.

14And God said, “Let there be lights in the

vault of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve
as signs to mark seasons and days
and years, '*and let them be lights
in the vault of the sky to give light
on the earth” And it was so. 16God
made two great lights —the greater
light to govern the day and the
lesser light to govern the night. He
also made the stars. 17God set them
in the vault of the sky to give light on
the earth, 18to govern the day and
the night, and to separate light from
darkness. And God saw that it was
good. 19And there was evening, and
there was morning —the fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the water teem with

living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the vault of
the sky” 21So God created the great
creatures of the sea and every living
and moving thing with which the wa-
ter teems, according to their kinds,
and every winged bird according to
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its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22God blessed them and said,
“Be fruitful and increase in number
and fill the water in the seas, and
let the birds increase on the earth”
23And there was evening, and there
was morning —the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the land produce
living creatures according to their
kinds: livestock, creatures that move
along the ground, and wild animals,
each according to its kind.” And it
was s0. 25God made the wild ani-
mals according to their kinds, the live-
stock according to their kinds, and
all the creatures that move along the
ground according to their kinds. And
God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make

human beings in our image, in our
likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in
the sky, over the livestock and all the
wild animals,a and over all the crea-
tures that move along the ground.”

21S0 God created human beings in his
own image,
in the image of God he created
them;
male and female he created them.

2God blessed them and said to
them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living
creature that moves on the ground”

29Then God said, “I give you every
seed-bearing plant on the face of the
whole earth and every tree that has
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours
for food. 3°And to all the beasts of
the earth and all the birds in the sky
and all the creatures that move on
the ground —everything that has the

326 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth
d'7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah); it

¢6 Ormist
is also the name Adam (see Gen. 2:20).

breath of life in it—1I give every green
plant for food.” And it was so.

31God saw all that he had made,
and it was very good. And there
was evening, and there was morn-
ing —the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth
were completed in all their vast array.

2By the seventh day God had finished
the work he had been doing; so on
the seventh day he rested from all
his work. 3Then God blessed the sev-
enth day and made it holy, because
on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.

ADAM AND EVE

4This is the account of the heavens
and the earth when they were created,
when the Lorp God made the earth and
the heavens.

5Now no shrub had yet appeared on
the earth® and no plant had yet sprung
up, for the Lorp God had not sent rain on
the earth and there was no one to work
the ground, ¢but streams¢ came up from
the earth and watered the whole surface
of the ground. Then the Lorb God formed
a mand from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and the man became a living being.

8Now the Lorp God had planted a gar-
den in the east, in Eden; and there he put
the man he had formed. °The Lorp God
made all kinds of trees grow out of the
ground —trees that were pleasing to the
eye and good for food. In the middle of
the garden were the tree of life and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10A river watering the garden flowed
from Eden; from there it was separated
into four headwaters. 12The name of the
first is the Pishon; it winds through the

b5 Orland; also in verse 6



new freedom

On the sixth day of creation, God creates human beings in his own im-
age from the dust, breathing life into their nostrils.

READ GENESIS 1:27; 2:7

These simple passages affirm that we were created in the very likeness of the Creator himself,
and therefore —even in our humanness — we are of great worth, The following story demon-
strates the miraculous reach of sacrificial love and service when that worth is recognized in
every person.

In 1718, Rebecca Protten, daughter of a white father and an African mother, was born
into slavery in the sugar colony on the Caribbean island of St. Thomas. Her love affair with
freedom almost certainly began when she dedicated herself to Christ as a young girl. Then
her owners set her free, and she became part of the tiny minority of free Africans in the
Caribbean at that time. Most of her people labored under grueling conditions on the harsh,
and often deadly, sugar plantations.

Though free, Rebecca found few opportunities to exercise that freedom in the racially
divided West Indies. She longed to aid her brothers and sisters in the fields, but she didn't
know how to help without arousing suspicion and risking arrest.

Then one morning, while walking along the dockside, she met Fredrich Martin, who had
just been sent by the Moravian church to preach the gospel specifically to the island's
black slave population. He was not the first. Two men had come earlier, intending to become
slaves themselves in order to speak from a platform of equality and humility. To their great
disappointment, they learned that white men couldn't choose to become slaves, no matter
how noble their cause.

Quickly recognizing their passion for Christ and commitment to freedom for all people,
Rebecca chose to work alongside the Moravians. Together they spread the word about the
love of Christ throughout the Caribbean. Her marriage to one of the missionaries upset many
people —interracial marriages in the tense atmosphere of slave-versus-free rarely happened.
But Rebecca recognized God's love for people of every nation; she saw each face as the
image of her Savior and each individual as an opportunity to serve her Lord.

= What does it mean to you to have been created in God's image?
How does it affect how you live your life?

= What areas of your life have been corrupted by a faulty view of hu-
man worth?

= |t is easy to put a judgment value on the worth of others. What can
you do to change your thinking when you start to think like that?
How can you begin to see each person as a bearer of God's
image?

for your next devotional reading, go to page 5
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entire land of Havilah, where there is gold.
12(The gold of that land is good; aromatic
resina and onyx are also there.) 13The
name of the second river is the Gihon; it
winds through the entire land of Cush.?
14The name of the third river is the Tigris;
it runs along the east side of Ashur. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15The Lorp God took the man and put
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it. 16And the Lorp God com-
manded the man, “You are free to eat
from any tree in the garden; 1"but you
must not eat from the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, for when you eat of
it you will certainly die”

18The Lorp God said, “It is not good for
the man to be alone. | will make a helper
suitable for him.

19Now the Lorp God had formed out of
the ground all the wild animals and all the
birds in the sky. He brought them to the
man to see what he would name them;
and whatever the man called each living
creature, that was its name. 20So the man
gave names to all the livestock, the birds
in the sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adame¢ no suitable helper was
found. 2t So the Lorp God caused the man
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was
sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribsd
and then closed up the place with flesh.
22Then the Lorp God made a woman from
the ribe he had taken out of the man, and
he brought her to the man.

23The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called ‘woman,
for she was taken out of man”

24For this reason a man will leave his fa-
ther and mother and be united to his wife,
and they will become one flesh.

2The man and his wife were both na-
ked, and they felt no shame.

a 12 Or good; pearls
man’s side €22 Orpart

b 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia

THE FALL

Now the serpent was more crafty
3 than any of the wild animals the
Lorp God had made. He said to the

woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not
eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,
3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit
from the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, and you must not touch it, or you
will die”

4“You will not certainly die,” the ser-
pent said to the woman. 5“For God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil”

6When the woman saw that the fruit of
the tree was good for food and pleasing
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She
also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate it. "Then the eyes of
both of them were opened, and they real-
ized they were naked; so they sewed fig
leaves together and made coverings for
themselves.

8Then the man and his wife heard the
sound of the Lorp God as he was walking
in the garden in the cool of the day, and
they hid from the Lorp God among the
trees of the garden. 9But the Lorp God
called to the man, “Where are you?”

10He answered, “I heard you in the gar-
den, and | was afraid because | was na-
ked; so | hid”

11And he said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
that | commanded you not to eat from?”

12The man said, “The woman you put
here with me —she gave me some fruit
from the tree, and | ate it”

13Then the Lorp God said to the woman,
“What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived
me, and | ate”

©20 Ortheman 921 Or took part of the



the constant enemy

Satan (in the guise of a serpent) tempts Adam and Eve to sin and
pbecomes the enemy of the human race. God draws the battle lines by
cursing the serpent and placing judgment on Adam and Eve.

READ GENESIS 3

Believers have been warned: We have an enemy who will stop at nothing to destroy our relation-
ship with Christ. Satan is especially masterful at exploiting vulnerability. He kicks us when we are
down, tempts us when we are weak and overinflates our egos when we are strong.

Andy sat in the hospital chapel, trying to make sense of the doctor's words: “We've
done all we can do . .. Her kidneys are shutting down . . . Most patients in her condition live
less than a week . .. At least she won't be in pain.’

How do you translate that into language a seven-year-old, a five-year-old and a four-
year-old can understand? he wondered. He tried to picture the looks on his kids' faces when
they found out Mommy wouldn't be coming home from the hospital.

Andy's thoughts were interrupted by his father-in-law's voice. “You're not in here praying
again, are you?" He spat out the word praying like it had a bitter taste.

‘Just thinking,” Andy replied.

‘Good," his father-in-law said. "Maybe you're coming to your senses.’

Andy knew where the conversation was going. His father-in-law was ready to vent. And
his crosshairs were on Andy and every other ‘weak-minded” person who used God and
Christianity as a ‘crutch.’

Please, God, not now, Andy silently prayed. Make him stop.

But his father-in-law didn't stop. ‘All I've heard about for the past three years is how
many people were praying for my daughter. And how good God is. And how he takes care
of his people. She believed that and look where it got her”

A tear rolled down Andy's cheek. But he said nothing. The pain was too great.

His father-in-law's voice softened. ‘I know you mean well. But your kids need you to be
grounded now. You don't have time for this nonsense anymore.”

= Although Adam and Eve received their orders straight from God,
when the serpent challenged Eve, she wavered in her faith in
God and became vulnerable to Satan’s temptation. Do you think
Satan was attacking Andy’s vulnerable faith through the words of
his father-in-law?

= Why does God allow Satan to inflict such emotional and spiritual
damage on his people?

= What areas of vulnerability in your life has Satan exploited in the
past? What steps can you take to prepare for Satan's attacks in
the future?

for your next devotional reading, go to page 8
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14So the Lorp God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals!

You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust
all the days of your life.

15And | will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspringa and
hers;

he will crush® your head,

and you will strike his heel”

16To the woman he said,

“I will make your pains in childbearing
very severe;
with pain you will give birth to
children.
Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you”

17To Adam he said, “Because you lis-
tened to your wife and ate from the tree
about which | commanded you, ‘You must
not eat of it;

“Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat of it
all the days of your life.

18]t will produce thorns and thistles for
you,
and you will eat the plants of the
field.
19By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food

until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;

for dust you are
and to dust you will return”

20 Adam¢ named his wife Eve,d because
she would become the mother of all the
living.

21The Lorp God made garments of skin
for Adam and his wife and clothed them.

a15 Orseed 15 Or strike

front

©20,1 Or The man

1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought forth or acquired.

22And the Lorp God said, “The man has
now become like one of us, knowing good
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach
out his hand and take also from the tree
of life and eat, and live forever” 2So the
Lorp God banished him from the Garden
of Eden to work the ground from which
he had been taken. 24After he drove them
out, he placed on the east side¢ of the
Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming
sword flashing back and forth to guard
the way to the tree of life.

CAIN AND ABEL

Adam¢ made love to his wife Eve,
4 and she became pregnant and gave

birth to Cain.f She said, “With the
help of the Lorp | have brought forthe a
man. 2Later she gave birth to his brother
Abel.

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked
the soil. 3In the course of time Cain
brought some of the fruits of the soil as
an offering to the Lorp. *And Abel also
brought an offering—fat portions from
some of the firstborn of his flock. The LorD
looked with favor on Abel and his offering,
5put on Cain and his offering he did not
look with favor. So Cain was very angry,
and his face was downcast.

6Then the Lorp said to Cain, “Why are
you angry? Why is your face downcast?
"If you do what is right, will you not be ac-
cepted? But if you do not do what is right,
sin is crouching at your door; it desires to
have you, but you must rule over it”

8Now Cain said to his brother Abel,
“Let’s go out to the field.”" While they were
in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel
and killed him.

9Then the Lorp said to Cain, “Where is
your brother Abel?”

“l don’t know,” he replied. “Am | my
brother's keeper?”

10The Lorp said, “What have you done?

420 Eve probably means fiving.
€1 Or have acquired

€24 Or placed in
" 8 Samaritan

Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not have “Let’s go out to the field.”



Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to
me from the ground. *Now you are under
a curse and driven from the ground, which
opened its mouth to receive your brother's
blood from your hand. 2When you work
the ground, it will no longer yield its crops
for you. You will be a restless wanderer on
the earth”

13Cain said to the Lorp, “My punish-
ment is more than | can bear. 14Today you
are driving me from the land, and | will be
hidden from your presence; | will be a rest-
less wanderer on the earth, and whoever
finds me will kill me.”

15But the Lorp said to him, “Not so0?;
anyone who kills Cain will suffer ven-
geance seven times over.” Then the Lorp
put a mark on Cain so that no one who
found him would kill him. 6So Cain went
out from the Lorp’s presence and lived in
the land of Nod,® east of Eden.

17Cain made love to his wife, and
she became pregnant and gave birth to
Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and
he named it after his son Enoch. 18To
Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the
father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the
father of Methushael, and Methushael
was the father of Lamech.

19l amech married two women, one
named Adah and the other Zillah. 20Adah
gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of
those who live in tents and raise livestock.
21His brother's name was Jubal; he was
the father of all who play stringed instru-
ments and pipes. 22Zillah also had a son,
Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools
out of ¢ bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister
was Naamah.

23Lamech said to his wives,

“Adah and Zillah, listen to me;
wives of Lamech, hear my words.
| have killed a man for wounding me,
a young man for injuring me.
a 15 Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well

¢ 22 Orwho instructed all who work in
may mean ancestor; also in verses 7-26.

d 25 Seth probably means granted.

genesis 5:14 | 7

241f Cain is avenged seven times,
then Lamech seventy-seven times.”

25 Adam made love to his wife again,
and she gave birth to a son and named
him Seth,d saying, “God has granted me
another child in place of Abel, since Cain
killed him.” 26Seth also had a son, and he
named him Enosh.

At that time people began to call one
the name of the Loro.

FROM ADAM TO NOAH

This is the written account of Adam’s
family line.

When God created human beings, he
made them in the likeness of God. 2He cre-
ated them male and female and blessed
them. And when they were created, he
called them “human beings”

3When Adam had lived 130 years, he
had a son in his own likeness, in his own
image; and he named him Seth. 4After
Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years
and had other sons and daughters. 5Al-
together, Adam lived a total of 930 years,
and then he died.

6When Seth had lived 105 years, he
became the fatherf of Enosh. 7After he
became the father of Enosh, Seth lived
807 years and had other sons and daugh-
ters. 8Altogether, Seth lived a total of 912
years, and then he died.

SWhen Enosh had lived 90 years, he
became the father of Kenan. 10After he
became the father of Kenan, Enosh lived
815 years and had other sons and daugh-
ters. 11 Altogether, Enosh lived a total of
905 years, and then he died.

12When Kenan had lived 70 years, he
became the father of Mahalalel. 13After
he became the father of Mahalalel, Kenan
lived 840 years and had other sons and
daughters. 14Altogether, Kenan lived a to-
tal of 910 years, and then he died.

b 16 Nod means wandering (see verses 12 and 14).

e 26 Ortoproclaim  f6 Father



