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Author’s Preface

The vision, call and urgency from God for this study Bible came to me while serving as a mission-
ary in Brazil. I realized how much Christian workers needed a Bible that would give them direc-
tion in their thinking and preaching. Thus, ten years ago I began writing the notes and articles
for this work. Later, when I came back to the United States for a short period of time, I discovered
a similar desire among both pastors and lay people for a study Bible with notes that have a Pen-
tecostal emphasis.

During the past number of years I have written with an increasing assurance that the Holy
Spirit is not confined to the pages of Scripture, but that he wants to act today as he did in Bible
times. The Spirit has come to remain personally with God’s people, and his abiding presence is to
be manifested in righteousness and power (Mt 6:33; Ro 14:17; 1Co 2:4; 4:20; Heb 1:8). In and
through the church, God’s Spirit desires to work in the same manner as he did in the earthly min-
istry of Jesus and continued to do in the apostolic church of the first century.

This study Bible is called the NIV Life in the Spirit Study Bible. It has been so named because
it is founded on three fundamental convictions:

(1) The original revelation of Christ and the apostles as recorded in the Bible is fully inspired
by the Holy Spirit; along with the OT, it is God’s inerrant and infallible truth and the ultimate au-
thority for the church of Christ today. All believers throughout history are dependent on the
words and teachings of Biblical revelation for determining God’s standard of truth and practice.
In other words, we must view the NT message, standards and experience as God’s preeminent
pattern for the church, valid for all times. 

(2) It is the task of every generation of believers not only to accept the NT as God’s inspired
Word, but also to sincerely seek to reproduce in their personal lives and congregations the same
faith, devotion and power demonstrated in and through the faithful members of the early
church. I am persuaded that the full life in the Spirit as promised by Christ and experienced by
NT believers is still available for God’s people today (Jn 10:10; 17:20; Ac 2:38–39; Eph 3:20–21;
4:11–13). It is the divine inheritance of all God’s children to receive the fullness of Christ in the
original power of the Holy Spirit.

(3) The church will fully experience the original kingdom power and life in the Holy Spirit
only as it seeks with all its heart the righteousness and holiness set forth by God in the NT as his
standard and will for all believers (2Co 6:14–18). Kingdom power and kingdom righteousness
go together; they cannot be separated. Jesus states that we must seek both God’s “kingdom and
his righteousness” (Mt 6:33). The apostle Paul states that God’s kingdom consists of both “pow-
er” (1Co 4:20) and “righteousness” (Ro 14:17). Thus the way to the fullness of God’s kingdom
with all its redemptive power is found in sincere faith in and devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ
and in a separation from all unrighteousness that offends both God and the Holy Spirit whom he
has poured out (Ac 2:17,38–40).

In summary, the major purpose of this study Bible is to lead you, the reader, to an abiding
faith in holy Scripture, and especially a deeper faith in the NT’s apostolic message that will lead
you to a greater expectancy for a NT experience made possible by the fullness of Christ living in
the church (Eph 4:13) and by the fullness of the Holy Spirit living in the believer (Ac 2:4; 4:31).

We sincerely hope and pray that all readers will earnestly seek the NT church’s devotion to
God, its longing for the nearness of the risen Christ, its unshakable trust in and love for God’s
Word, its zeal for truth and righteousness, its mutual care for other believers, its compassion for
the lost, its dedication to a life of fervent prayer, its passion for holiness, its fullness in the Spirit,
its manifestation of spiritual gifts, its urgency to preach the gospel to all nations, and its hope
for the imminent return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

I gratefully acknowledge that I owe a great debt to those who served on the Editorial Com-
mittee for this study Bible. Their evaluations and suggestions have been invaluable. They gave
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of themselves and sacrificially took time from their own tasks to help in this work. What will be
accomplished in God’s kingdom through this work is in no small measure due to their help in the
Lord. Also, I have benefited from the learning and labor of godly writers past and present who
have produced a vast amount of literature and commentaries on the Holy Scriptures. I have
thankfully entered into their research and expertise and have reaped where they have sown.

Throughout these years of labor I have felt a profound sense of weakness and unworthiness
to expound on God’s holy Word. Many times I have been driven to my knees in need of special
grace and help. I can testify that God, who is rich in mercy and whose grace is sufficient, has sus-
tained me by his Spirit. Through all the long days and hours his Word has spoken to my heart.
My desire for a full manifestation of Biblical Christianity has deepened and developed into an
intense longing that is surpassed only by my longing for that day of the appearing of our Lord
and Savior. With thanks to God—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—for the privilege of 
laboring in the Scriptures, I send forth this work unto him who loves us and gave himself for us
so that we may have life and have it to the full (Jn 10:10).

Donald C. Stamps
November, 1991

Note: The author’s and editor’s royalties from the NIV Life in the Spirit Study Bible will go entirely to mis-
sions for the translating and printing of additional copies of the NIV Life in the Spirit Study Bible in for-
eign languages.
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How to Use the NIV Life in the Spirit Study Bible

The Life in the Spirit Study Bible is designed to help you gain a more thorough understanding of the
truths of God’s Word, whereby you may grow in love, purity and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ
(1Ti 1:5). The special features and study helps of the Life in the Spirit Study Bible are the following:

Sectional headings
The entire Bible contains sectional headings within the Bible text in order to help you more easily
understand the subject and content of each section. NOTE: the standard New International Ver-
sion sectional headings have been altered for this particular edition of the NIV. When two or more
passages of Scripture are nearly identical or deal with the same event, this “parallel” is noted at
the sectional headings for those passages. Identical or nearly identical passages are noted with
“pp.” Similar passages—those not dealing with the same event—are noted with “Ref.”

Cross-reference system
The center-column cross-reference system is designed to help you connect one text of the Bible
with others that have a similar theme. By using this system, difficult or obscure passages are
clarified by Scripture itself. Cross-references are indicated by raised light italic letters. A corre-
sponding letter in the center-column under the designated verse is followed by a list of appro-
priate Scripture verses.

When a single word is addressed by both text notes and cross-references, the bold NIV text-
note letter comes first. The cross-references normally appear in the center column and, when
necessary, continue at the bottom of the right-hand column preceding the NIV text notes.

The NIV cross-reference system resembles a series of interlocking chains with many links.
The head, or organizing, link in each concept chain is indicated by the letter “S” (short for “see”).
The appearance of a head link in a list of references usually signals another list of references
that will cover a slightly different aspect of the concept or word being studied.

The lists of references are in Biblical order with one exception: If reference is made to a verse
within the same chapter, that verse (indicated by “ver”) is listed first. If an Old Testament verse is
quoted in the New Testament, the New Testament reference is marked with an asterisk (*).

Study Notes
The study notes at the bottom of nearly every page are written from a Pentecostal perspective
and with the belief that the full message, standard and experience testified to by Christ and the
apostles are forever valid and available for his people today. 

The study notes fall into five classes:
(1) Expositional. The notes explain the meaning of words and phrases of many important

passages in the Word of God. 
(2) Theological. The notes define and explain the great doctrines and truths of the Bible,

summarizing the Bible’s teachings about baptism, forgiveness, perseverance, repentance, salva-
tion, sanctification, etc. 

(3) Devotional. The notes emphasize the importance of maintaining an intimate and devot-
ed relationship with God—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—through faith, obedience,
prayer and the many means of grace.

(4) Ethical. The notes direct you to unreservedly commit yourself to God’s kingdom and his
righteousness. They emphasize the importance of Biblical principles of self-denial, godly con-
duct, following Christ, separation from sin, discernment of good and evil, and obligation to God
and others.

(5) Practical. The notes present useful information on the believer’s daily walk. They contain
practical instruction about healing, the baptism in the Spirit, bringing up godly children, spiritu-
al warfare, overcoming worry, resisting temptations, etc. 
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The study notes provide extensive Scripture references (usually in parentheses) that confirm
comments made in the notes and help you in further in-depth Bible study. If the Scripture refer-
ence in parentheses is from the same chapter, it will normally appear first in the list, with the
symbol “v.” or “vv.” Next will come Scripture references from the same book, usually without
mention of the book’s name. Last in the parentheses are passages from other Bible books, given
in Bible book order. In many cases, other notes and articles are also cross-referenced.

Articles
The articles deal with important subjects more comprehensively than do the notes. They usually
appear in close proximity to one of the major texts related to the subject of the article. For a
complete list of the articles, see the Table of Contents for Articles on p. viii.

The articles, like the study notes, provide extensive Biblical references in parentheses. In the
articles, the name of each Bible book, in Bible book order, is usually given for each reference. If
there is no book mentioned before a Scripture reference, it means that that reference is found 
in the same book as the previous reference.

Introductions
Each book of the Bible has an introduction, which includes (1) an outline of the book; (2) an ex-
planation of the book’s background and historical setting, including information about the au-
thor, circumstances and date of writing; (3) a statement about the original purpose of the book;
(4) a survey of its contents; (5) a list of the book’s special features and emphases; and (6) a sug-
gested reading plan for covering the entire Bible in two years (one year for the OT and one year
for the NT). Careful reading of the introductions will help you understand each book and its ap-
plications more fully. At the end of each introduction, space is provided for you to write personal
notes on that book.

Themefinders™
On many pages of this Bible you will see one of 12 symbols in the margin, next to a vertical line.
Each of these symbols represents a specific theme of importance in the Pentecostal tradition.
They are:

The symbol informs you which theme is contained in accompanying verses; at the bottom of
each vertical line is a Bible text, directing you to the next text on that particular theme. 

Charts
The NIV Life in the Spirit Study Bible contains various charts that will help you at a glance to
learn more about the Bible and its teachings on such topics as the ministry of Jesus, the king-
dom of God versus the kingdom of Satan, the last days of history, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, etc.
See the Table of Contents for Maps and Charts on p. ix for a list of these charts.

Baptized in ⁄ Filled with the Holy Spirit
(Begin at Exodus 31:1–6)

Gifts of the Holy Spirit
(Begin at Exodus 35:30–35)

Fruit of the Holy Spirit 
(Begin at Genesis 50:19–21)

Healing 
(Begin at Genesis 20:17–18)

Faith that moves mountains 
(Begin at Genesis 15:3–6)

Witnessing 
(Begin at Exodus 10:1–2)

Salvation 
(Begin at Genesis 12:1–3)

Second Coming 
(Begin at Psalm 98:8–9)

Victory over Satan and demons 
(Begin at Genesis 3:15)

Overcoming the world and worldliness
(Begin at Genesis 19:15–26)

Praise 
(Begin at Exodus 15:1–21)

Walking in obedience and righteousness 
(Begin at Genesis 5:22)
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Word Studies
Significant words have been highlighted in call-out boxes throughout the Scripture text. The
words are explained in light of their original Greek or Hebrew contexts.

Maps
A number of maps have been included within the Bible text to help you understand where the
events written about in the Bible occurred. See the Table of Contents for Maps and Charts on
p. ix for a list of these maps. At the back of this Bible are 16 full-color maps.

Subject Index
The subject index directs you to the most important notes and articles on the many topics and
great doctrines of Scripture. Under each entry in this index, you will find texts of the Bible that
have notes on that particular subject. Articles and introductions are also included in this index. 

Themefinder™ Index
The Themefinder Index at the back of this Bible lists the Scripture passages assigned to the 12
key themes described earlier in the Themefinder section. Under each pertinent Themefinder you
will find the passages in the order in which they are linked.

Reading Plan
The Reading Plan outlined in the back gives you the flexibility of choosing a method of reading
through the Bible either in one year or in two years. The reading plan found at the end of each
book introduction follows the two-year design, listing Old Testament readings for one year and
New Testament readings for the second year.

Concordance
A concordance, compiled and edited by John R. Kohlenberger III and Edward W. Goodrick, is in-
cluded to help you find Bible verses quickly and easily. By looking up key words in a Bible verse,
you can find a verse for which you remember a word or two but not its location. For example, if
you wanted to find out where the Bible says that the Word of God is “sharper than any double-
edged sword,” you could look up either “sharper,” “double-edged” or “sword” in the concordance
and find that the verse is located at Heb 4:12.

We trust that you will receive a rich blessing from using the NIV Life in the Spirit Study Bible. It is
our prayer that your knowledge of God’s Word, your experience of the presence and power of
the Holy Spirit, and your daily walk with Christ in truth and righteousness will increase through
your use of this Bible.
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Genesis

Outline
I. The Beginnings of Human History (1:1—11:26)

A. Origin of the Universe and Life (1:1—2:25)
1. Summary of all Creation (1:1—2:4)
2. Expanded Creation Account of Adam and Eve (2:5–25)

B. Origin of Sin (3:1–24)
1. Temptation and the Fall (3:1–6)
2. Consequences of the Fall (3:7–24)

C. Origins of Civilization (4:1—5:32)
1. Cain: Pagan Culture (4:1–24)
2. Seth: A Righteous Remnant (4:25–26)
3. Genealogical History of Pre-flood Patriarchs (5:1–32)

D. The Great Flood: God’s Judgment on Primeval Civilization (6:1—8:19)
1. Universal Depravity (6:1–8,11–12)
2. Noah: Preparation to Save a Righteous Remnant (6:9–22)
3. Final Instructions and the Flood (7:1—8:19)

E. Humanity’s New Beginning (8:20—11:26)
1. The Posterity of Noah (8:20—10:32, especially Shem, 11:10–26)
2. The Tower of Babel (11:1–9)
3. Genealogical Links Between Shem and Abraham (11:10–26)

II. The Beginnings of the Hebrew People (11:27—50:26)
A. Abraham (11:27—25:18)

1. Abram’s Family Background (11:27–32)
2. Abram’s Call and Journey of Faith (12:1—14:24)
3. God’s Formal Covenant with Abram (15:1–21)
4. Hagar and Ishmael (16:1–16)
5. Abrahamic Covenant Sealed by a New Name and Circumcision (17:1–27)
6. Abraham’s Promise and Lot’s Tragedy (18:1—19:38)
7. Abraham and Abimelech (20:1–18)
8. Abraham and Isaac, the Son of Promise (21:1—24:67)
9. The Posterity of Abraham (25:1–18)

B. Isaac (25:19—28:9)
1. Birth of Esau and Jacob (25:19–26)
2. Esau Selling his Birthright to Jacob (25:27–34)
3. Isaac, Rebekah and Abimelech II (26:1–17)
4. Dispute about Wells and the Move to Beersheba (26:18–33)
5. The Patriarchal Blessing (26:34—28:9)

C. Jacob (28:10—37:2a)
1. Jacob’s Dream and Journey (28:10–22)
2. Jacob with Laban in Haran (29:1—31:55)
3. Jacob and Esau Reconciled (32:1—33:17)
4. Jacob’s Return to the Promised Land (33:18—35:20)
5. The Posterity of Jacob and Esau (35:21—37:2a)

D. Joseph (37:2b—50:26)
1. Joseph and his Brothers in Canaan (37:2b–36)
2. Judah and Tamar (38:1–30)
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3. Joseph’s Testing and Promotion in Egypt (39:1—41:57)
4. Joseph and his Brothers in Egypt (42:1—45:28)
5. Joseph’s Father and Brothers Settle in Egypt (46:1—47:26)
6. Jacob’s Last Days, Final Prophecies and Death (47:27—50:14)
7. The Joseph Summary (50:15–26)

Author Moses

Theme Beginnings

Date of Writing c. 1445–1405 B.C.

Background
Genesis appropriately stands as the first book of the OT and serves as an essential introduc-

tion to the whole Bible. The book’s title in Hebrew is derived from the first word of the book,
bereshith (“in the beginning”). “Genesis,” the title in our English Bible, is derived from the Greek
translation of the Hebrew title and means “the origin, source or beginning of something.” Gene-
sis is “the book of beginnings.”

The author of Genesis is nowhere designated in the book itself. The testimony of the rest of
the Bible, however, is that Moses was the author of the entire Pentateuch (i.e., the first five OT
books) and thus of Genesis (e.g., 1Ki 2:3; 2Ki 14:6; Ezr 6:18; Ne 13:1; Da 9:11–13; Mal 4:4; Mk
12:26; Lk 16:29,31; Jn 7:19–23; Ac 26:22; 1Co 9:9; 2Co 3:15). Also, ancient Jewish writers and
the early church fathers unanimously testify that Moses was the author/editor of Genesis. Inso-
far as the entire history of Genesis antedates Moses’ life, his role in writing Genesis was largely
to integrate, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, all the available written and oral records
from Adam to the death of Joseph that are now preserved in Genesis. Perhaps an indication of
the historical records used by Moses when writing Genesis is found in the 11 occurrences of the
phrase, “this is the account of” (Heb ’elleh toledoth), which also may be translated as “these are
the histories by” (see 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10,27; 25:12,19; 36:1,9; 37:2).

Genesis accurately records creation, the beginnings of human history, and the origin of the
Hebrew people and God’s covenant with them through Abraham and the other patriarchs. Its
historical reliability as inspired Scripture is certified in the NT by the Lord Jesus (Mt 19:4–6;
24:37–39; Lk 11:51; 17:26–32; Jn 7:21–23; 8:56–58) and by the apostles (Ro 4; 1Co
15:21–22,45–47; 2Co 11:3; Gal 3:8; 4:22–24,28; 1Ti 2:13–14; Heb 11:4–22; 2Pe 3:4–6; Jude
7,11). Its historicity continues to be confirmed by modern archaeological discoveries. Moses was
remarkably prepared by education (Ac 7:22) and by God to write this unique first book of the
Bible.

Purpose
Genesis provides an essential foundation for the remainder of the Pentateuch and all subse-

quent Biblical revelation. It preserves the only trustworthy record about the beginnings of the
universe, humankind, marriage, sin, cities, languages, nations, Israel and redemptive history. It
was written in accordance with God’s purpose to give his covenant people in both the OT and
NT a foundational understanding of himself, creation, the human race, the fall, death, judg-
ment, covenant and the promise of redemption through the offspring of Abraham.

Survey
Genesis divides naturally into two major parts. (A) Chs. 1–11 provide an overview of human

beginnings from Adam to Abraham and focus on five epochal events. (1) Creation: God created
all things, including Adam and Eve whom he placed in the Garden of Eden (chs. 1–2). (2) The
Fall: Adam and Eve by their transgression introduced the curse of sin and death into human his-
tory (ch. 3). (3) Cain and Abel: This tragedy set in motion the two basic streams of history: hu-
manistic civilization and a redemptive remnant (chs. 4–5). (4) The Great Flood: The ancient
world had become so evil by the time of Noah’s generation that God destroyed it by a universal
flood, sparing only righteous Noah and his family as a remnant (chs. 6–10). (5) Tower of Babel:
When the post-flood world unified in idolatry and rebellion, God dispersed it by fragmenting
language and culture and by scattering the human race throughout the earth (ch. 11).

(B) Chs. 12–50 record the beginnings of the Hebrew people and focus on God’s ongoing re-
demptive purpose through the lives of Israel’s four great patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and Joseph. God’s call of Abraham (ch. 12) and his covenantal dealings with him and his de-
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scendants form the pivotal beginning of the outworking of God’s purpose concerning a Re-
deemer and redemption in history. Genesis concludes with Joseph’s death and the impending
bondage of Israel in Egypt.

Special Features
Seven major features characterize Genesis. (1) It was the first book of the Bible written (with

the possible exception of Job), and it records the beginning of human history, sin, the Hebrew
people and redemption. (2) The history in Genesis spans a larger period of time than the rest of
the Bible combined, beginning with the first human couple, broadening to pre-flood world his-
tory, and then narrowing to Hebrew history as the redemptive stream that is traced throughout
the remainder of the OT. (3) Genesis reveals that the material universe and life on earth are dis-
tinctly God’s work and not an independent process of nature. Fifty times in chs. 1–2 God is the
subject of verbs showing what he did as Creator. (4) Genesis is a book of firsts—recording the
first marriage, first family, first birth, first sin, first murder, first polygamist, first musical instru-
ments, first promise of redemption, and the like. (5) God’s covenant with Abraham, which began
with his call (12:1–3), was made formal in ch. 15 and was ratified in ch. 17, is central to all of
Scripture. (6) Genesis alone explains the origin of the 12 tribes of Israel. (7) It reveals how Abra-
ham’s descendants ended up in Egypt (for 430 years) and thus sets the stage for the exodus,
the central redemptive event in the OT.

New Testament Fulfillment
Genesis reveals the prophetic history of redemption and a Redeemer as coming through the

offspring of the woman (3:15), through the line of Seth (4:25–26), through the line of Shem
(9:26–27) and through the descendants of Abraham (12:3). The NT applies 12:3 directly to
God’s provision of redemption in Jesus Christ (Gal 3:16,29). Numerous persons and events from
Genesis are mentioned in the NT in relation to faith and righteousness (e.g., Ro 4; Heb
11:1–22), God’s judgment (e.g., Lk 17:26–29,32; 2Pe 3:6; Jude 7,11a) and the person of Christ
(e.g., Mt 1:1; Jn 8:58; Heb 7).

Reading Genesis
In order to read the entire Old Testament in one year, the book of Genesis should be read in

21 days, according to the following schedule:

■ 1–2 ■ 3–5 ■ 6–8 ■ 9–11 ■ 12–14
■ 15–17 ■ 18–19 ■ 20–22 ■ 23–24 ■ 25–26
■ 27–28 ■ 29–30 ■ 31–33 ■ 34–35 ■ 36–37
■ 38–39 ■ 40–41 ■ 42–43 ■ 44–45 ■ 46–48
■ 49–50

Notes
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The Beginning

1 In the beginninga God creat-
edb the heavens c and the
earth.d 2Now the earth wasa

formless e and empty, f dark-
ness was over the surface of the
deep,g and the Spirit of Godh

was hovering i over the waters.

“God,” Heb ’elohim. The im ending is the
Hebrew plural. The singular form, ’eloah, is
found in Job. The Bible uses ’elohim in the
plural for the many pagan gods as well as
for the one true God. For the true God the
plural indicates that he sums up within him-
self the completeness of all that is God, all
that is divine.

G
e 

1
:1

3And God said, j “Let there be
light,” and there was light. k

4God saw that the light was
good, l and he separated the
light from the darkness.m 5God
calledn the light “day,” and the
darkness he called “night.”o

And there was evening, and
there was morningp—the first
day.

6And God said,q “Let there be an
expanse r between the waters s

to separate water from water.”
7So God made the expanse and

separated the water under the
expanse from the water above
it. t And it was so.u 8God
called v the expanse “sky.”w

And there was evening, and
there was morning x—the sec-
ond day.

“Create,” Heb bara’, used of God’s bringing
something new into existence. In addition to
the original creation of Ge 1, it is used of
bringing the nation of Israel into existence
(Isa 43:1), and even of initiating an act of
judgment (Nu 16:30, where “bring about
something totally new” is literally “creates a
creation”). Isa 65:17 looks ahead to God’s fi-
nal act of creation, the new heavens and the
new earth.

G
e 1

:1

9And God said, “Let the water under
the sky be gathered to one
place, y and let dry ground z ap-
pear.” And it was so.a 10God

a2 Or possibly became

1:1 a Ps 102:25;
Pr 8:23;
Isa 40:21; 41:4,
26; Jn 1:1-2
b ver 21,27;
Ge 2:3 c ver 6;
Ne 9:6; Job 9:8;
37:18; Ps 96:5;
104:2; 115:15;
121:2; 136:5;
Isa 40:22; 42:5;
51:13;
Jer 10:12; 51:15
d Ge 14:19;
2Ki 19:15;
Ne 9:6; Job 38:4;
Ps 90:2; 136:6;
146:6;
Isa 37:16;
40:28; 42:5;
44:24; 45:12,
18; Jer 27:5;
32:17;
Ac 14:15;
17:24; Eph 3:9;
Col 1:16;
Heb 3:4; 11:3;
Rev 4:11; 10:6
1:2 e Isa 23:1;
24:10; 27:10;
32:14; 34:11
f Isa 45:18;
Jer 4:23
g Ge 8:2;
Job 7:12; 26:8;
38:9; Ps 36:6;
42:7; 104:6;
107:24; Pr 30:4
h Ge 2:7;
Job 33:4;
Ps 104:30;
Isa 32:15
i Dt 32:11;
Isa 31:5
1:3 j ver 6;
Ps 33:6,9;
148:5; Heb 11:3
k 2Co 4:6*;

1Jn 1:5-7 1:4 l ver 10,12,18,21,25,31; Ps 104:31;
119:68; Jer 31:35 m ver 14; Ex 10:21-23; Job 26:10;
38:19; Ps 18:28; 104:20; 105:28; Isa 42:16; 45:7 1:5
n ver 8,10; Ge 2:19,23 o Ps 74:16 p ver 8,13,19,23,31
1:6 q S ver 3 r S ver 1; Isa 44:24; 2Pe 3:5 s ver 9;
Ps 24:2; 136:6 1:7 t Ge 7:11; Job 26:10; 38:8-11,16;
Ps 68:33; 148:4; Pr 8:28 u ver 9,11,15,24 1:8 v S ver 5
w Job 9:8; 37:18; Ps 19:1; 104:2; Isa 40:22; 44:24;
45:12; Jer 10:12; Zec 12:1 x S ver 5 1:9 y Job 38:8-11;
Ps 33:7; 104:6-9; Pr 8:29; Jer 5:22; 2Pe 3:5 z Ps 95:5;
Jnh 1:9; Hag 2:6 a S ver 7

1:1 In the beginning God created. “In the be-
ginning” here is emphatic and draws attention to
the fact of a real beginning. Other ancient reli-
gions, when speaking of creation, indicate that it
came about out of something that was already
there. They see history as occurring forever in
cycles. The Bible looks at history in a linear way,
with a God-given goal. God had a plan in crea-
tion, and he will carry it out. For comments on
God and his role as Creator, see article on Crea-
tion, p. 6.

Several implications flow from the truth con-
tained in the first verse of the Bible. (1) Since God
is the source of all that exists, human beings and
nature are not self-existent, but owe their being
and continuance to him. (2) All existence and life
is good if it is related rightly to God and depen-
dent on him. (3) All life and creation can be
eternally meaningful and purposeful. (4) God has
sovereign rights over all creation by virtue of
being its Creator. In a fallen world, he lays claim
to those rights through redemption (Ex 6:6;
15:13; Dt 21:8; Lk 1:68; Ro 3:24; Gal 3:13; 1Pe
1:18).
1:2 earth was formless and empty. This verse
describes both the process God used in creating
and the role of the Holy Spirit in creation (see
article on Creation, p. 6).
1:3 Let there be light. The Hebrew word for
“light” is ‘or, referring to the initial waves of light

energy coming upon the earth. Later God placed
“lights” (Heb ma’or, literally, light-bearers, v. 14)
in the heavens as permanent generators and re-
flectors of light waves. The primary purpose of
these light-bearers was to serve as signs to mark
seasons, days and years (vv. 5,14). For com-
ments about the role of God’s word or speech in
creation, see article on Creation, p. 6.
1:5 there was evening, and there was morn-
ing—the first day. This designation is repeated
six times in this chapter (vv. 5,8,13,19,23,31).
The Hebrew word for day is yom. It normally
means a 24-hour day (cf. 7:17; Mt 17:1), or the
daylight portion of the 24 hours (“day” as distinct
from “night”). But it also can refer to a time
period of undetermined length (e.g., “harvest
time,” Pr 25:13). Many believe the creation days
were 24-hour days because they are described as
consisting of an “evening” and “morning” (v. 5; cf.
Ex 20:11). Others believe that “evening” and
“morning” simply mean that a particular evening
brought an end to that step of creation and the
next morning brought a new beginning.
1:7 the expanse. The “expanse” refers to the
atmosphere between the water on earth and the
clouds above.
1:10 it was good. Seven times God states that
what he created was “good” (vv. 4,10,12,18,
21,25,31). Each part of God’s creation complete-
ly fulfilled his will and intended purpose. God
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calledb the dry ground “land,”
and the gathered waters c he
called “seas.”d And God saw
that it was good. e

11Then God said, “Let the
land produce vegetation: f seed-
bearing plants and trees on the
land that bear fruit with seed
in it, according to their various
kinds.g” And it was so.h 12The
land produced vegetation: plants
bearing seed according to their
kinds i and trees bearing fruit
with seed in it according to
their kinds. And God saw that
it was good. j 13And there was
evening, and there was morn-
ing k—the third day.

14And God said, “Let there be
lights l in the expanse of the sky
to separate the day from the
night,m and let them serve as
signsn to mark seasonso and
days and years,p 15and let them
be lights in the expanse of the
sky to give light on the earth.”
And it was so.q 16God made two
great lights—the greater light r

to govern s the day and the
lesser light to govern t the
night.u He also made the stars. v

17God set them in the expanse
of the sky to give light on the
earth, 18to govern the day and
the night,w and to separate
light from darkness. And God
saw that it was good. x 19And
there was evening, and there

was morning y—the fourth day.
20And God said, “Let the water teem

with living creatures, z and let
birds fly above the earth across
the expanse of the sky.”a 21So
God createdb the great crea-
tures of the sea c and every liv-
ing and moving thing with which
the water teems,d according to
their kinds, and every winged
bird according to its kind. e And
God saw that it was good. f

22God blessed them and said,
“Be fruitful and increase in num-
ber and fill the water in the seas,
and let the birds increase on
the earth.”g 23And there was
evening, and there was morn-
ingh—the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the land pro-
duce living creatures i accord-
ing to their kinds: j livestock,
creatures that move along the
ground, and wild animals, each
according to its kind.” And it was
so. k 25God made the wild ani-
mals l according to their kinds,
the livestock according to their
kinds, and all the creatures that
move along the ground accord-
ing to their kinds.m And God
saw that it was good.n

26Then God said, “Let uso

1:10 b S ver 5
c Ps 33:7
d Job 38:8;
Ps 90:2; 95:5
e S ver 4
1:11
f Ps 65:9-13;
104:14 g ver 12,
21,24,25;
Ge 2:5; 6:20;
7:14; Lev 11:14,
19,22; Dt 14:13,
18; 1Co 15:38
h S ver 7
1:12 i S ver 11
j S ver 4
1:13 k S ver 5
1:14 l Ps 74:16;
136:7 m S ver 4
n Jer 10:2
o Ps 104:19
p Ge 8:22;
Jer 31:35-36;
33:20,25
1:15 q S ver 7
1:16 r Dt 17:3;
Job 31:26;
Jer 43:13;
Eze 8:16
s Ps 136:8
t Ps 136:9
u Job 38:33;
Ps 74:16;
104:19;
Jer 31:35;
Jas 1:17
v Dt 4:19;
Job 9:9; 38:7,
31-32; Ps 8:3;
33:6; Ecc 12:2;
Isa 40:26;
Jer 8:2; Am 5:8
1:18
w Jer 33:20,25
x S ver 4

1:19 y S ver 5
1:20 z Ps 146:6
a Ge 2:19
1:21 b S ver 1
c Job 3:8; 7:12;
Ps 74:13; 148:7;
Isa 27:1;
Eze 32:2
d Ps 104:25-26
e S ver 11

f S ver 4 1:22 g ver 28; Ge 8:17; 9:1,7,19; 47:27;
Lev 26:9; Eze 36:11 1:23 h S ver 5 1:24 i Ge 2:19
j S ver 11 k S ver 7 1:25 l Ge 7:21-22; Jer 27:5
m S ver 11 n S ver 4 1:26 o Ge 3:5,22; 11:7; Ps 100:3;
Isa 6:8

created the world to reflect his glory and to be a
place where humankind could share in his joy and
life. Notice how God created according to a plan
and order:

Day 1 light

bringing order
to creation

Day 2 expanse
Day 3 dry ground
Day 4 light-bearers
Day 5 fish and birds giving life

to creationDay 6 animals & humans

Day 7 rest creation is com-
plete and good

1:14 serve as signs. God intended that the sun,
moon and stars serve as signs that point to him as
well as mark the advancing days, seasons and
years. Astrology has twisted these intended pur-
poses for the stars by proposing the false theory
that the stars and planets guide peoples’ lives.
1:22 God blessed them. God blessed living
creatures and declared nature and animals to be
good (vv. 12,21–22). (1) God delighted in his
work and valued it for itself. Likewise, believers
should regard nature and its beauty and its

animals as good, things to be enjoyed, and of
immense value. (2) Although nature is now
marred by sin, it still has great value as an expres-
sion of God’s glory and love for humankind (cf. Ps
19:1). Believers should pray for the complete lib-
eration of creation from its bondage to sin and
decay (Ro 8:21; Rev 21:1).
1:26 God said, “Let us.” This expression con-
tains an early implication of the triune God. The
use of the plural “us” suggests that God has a
certain plurality (cf. Ps 2:7; Isa 48:16). Revelation
of the tri-unity of God does not become clear,
however, until the NT (see Mt 3:17, note; Mk
1:11, note).
1:26 Let us make man. In vv. 26–28 we read
about the creation of human beings; 2:4–25
gives more specific details about their creation
and environment. These two accounts are com-
plementary and teach several things. (1) Both man
and woman were a special creation of God, not
a product of evolution (v. 27; Mt 19:4; Mk 10:6).

(2) Man and woman were both created in the
“image” and “likeness” of God. On the basis of this
image, they could respond to and have fellowship
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23 GENESIS 10:19

5(From these the maritime
peoples spread out into their
territories by their clans with-
in their nations, each with its
own language.)o

The Hamites
10:6–20pp — 1Ch 1:8–16

6The sons of Ham:
Cush,p Mizraim,t Putq and
Canaan. r

7The sons of Cush:
Seba, s Havilah, t Sabtah,
Raamahu and Sabteca.

The sons of Raamah:
Sheba v and Dedan.w

8Cush was the fatheru of Nim-
rod, x who grew to be a mighty war-
rior on the earth. 9He was a mighty y

hunter z before the LORD; that is why
it is said, “Like Nimrod, a mighty
hunter before the LORD.” 10The first
centers of his kingdom were Bab-
ylon,a Erech,b Akkad and Calneh, c

inv Shinar.w d 11From that land he
went to Assyria, e where he built Nin-
eveh, f Rehoboth Ir,x Calah 12and
Resen, which is between Nineveh
and Calah; that is the great city.

13Mizraim was the father of
the Ludites, Anamites, Leha-
bites, Naphtuhites, 14Pathru-

sites, Casluhites (from whom
the Philistinesg came) and
Caphtorites.h

15Canaan i was the father of
Sidon j his firstborn,y k and
of the Hittites, l 16Jebu-
sites,m Amorites,n Girga-
shites,o 17Hivites,p Arkites,
Sinites, 18Arvadites,q Zema-
rites and Hamathites. r

Later the Canaanite s clans scat-
tered 19and the borders of Canaan t

reached from Sidonu toward Gerar v

t6 That is, Egypt; also in verse 13
u8 Father may mean ancestor or
predecessor or founder; also in verses 13, 15,
24 and 26. v10 Or Erech and
Akkad—all of them in w10 That is,
Babylonia x11 Or Nineveh with its city
squares y15 Or of the Sidonians, the
foremost

10:5 o Ge 9:27
10:6 p 2Ki 19:9;
2Ch 12:3; 16:8;
Isa 11:11; 18:1;
20:3; 43:3;
Jer 46:9;
Eze 30:4,9; 38:5;
Na 3:9;
Zep 2:12; 3:10
q Eze 27:10;
38:5 r S Ge 9:18
10:7 s Isa 43:3
t S Ge 2:11
u Eze 27:22
v Ge 25:3;
1Ki 10:1;
2Ch 9:1;
Job 1:15; 6:19;
16:11; Ps 72:10,
15; Isa 60:6;
Jer 6:20;
Eze 27:22;
38:13; Joel 3:8
w 1Ch 1:32;
Isa 21:13;
Jer 25:23-24;
49:8; Eze 27:15,
20; 38:13
10:8 x Mic 5:6
10:9 y 2Ch 14:9;
16:8; Isa 18:2
z Ge 25:27; 27:3
10:10
a Ge 11:9;
2Ch 36:17;
Isa 13:1; 47:1;
Jer 21:2; 25:12;
50:1 b Ezr 4:9
c Isa 10:9;
Am 6:2
d Ge 11:2; 14:1;
Zec 5:11
10:11
e Ps 83:8;
Mic 5:6
f 2Ki 19:36;
Isa 37:37;
Jnh 1:2; 3:2,3;
4:11; Na 1:1;
Zep 2:13

10:14 g Ge 21:32,34; 26:1,8; Jos 13:2; Jdg 3:3; Isa 14:31;
Jer 47:1,4; Am 9:7 h Dt 2:23; 1Ch 1:12 10:15
i S Ge 9:18 j ver 19; Jos 11:8; Jdg 10:6; Isa 23:2,4;
Jer 25:22; 27:3; 47:4; Eze 28:21; 32:30; Joel 3:4;
Zec 9:2 k Ex 4:22; Nu 1:20; 3:2; 18:15; 26:5; 33:4
l Ge 15:20; 23:3,20; 25:10; 26:34; 27:46; 49:32;
Nu 13:29; Jos 1:4; 1Sa 26:6; Eze 16:3 10:16
m Jdg 19:10; 1Ch 11:4; Ezr 9:1 n Ex 3:8; Nu 13:29;
21:13; 32:39; Dt 1:4; Jos 2:10; 2Ch 8:7 o Ge 15:18-21;
Dt 7:1 10:17 p Ge 34:2; 36:2; Ex 3:8; Dt 7:1; Jdg 3:3
10:18 q Eze 27:8 r 1Ch 18:3 s Ge 12:6; 13:7; 50:11;
Ex 13:11; Nu 13:29; 14:25; 21:3; 33:40; Dt 1:7;
Jdg 1:1 10:19 t Ge 11:31; 12:1; 13:12; 17:8; 24:3;
26:34; 27:46; 28:1,6,8; 31:18; 35:6; 37:1; Lev 25:38
u S ver 15; Ge 49:13; Jos 19:28; Jdg 1:31; 18:28;
2Sa 24:6 v 2Ch 14:13

10:6–20 The sons of Ham. These verses list
the descendants of Ham, who settled in southern
Arabia, southern Egypt, the east shore of the
Mediterranean and north coast of Africa. Ca-

naan’s descendants (vv. 15–19) settled in a terri-
tory that was given the name of Canaan, a territo-
ry that was later to become the home of the
Jewish people.

Table of Nations
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The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons of the eternal triune God (see Mk 1:11, note; see arti-
cle on The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, p. 1676). Although his full power was not revealed to
God’s people until the ministry of Jesus (see article on Jesus and the Holy Spirit, p. 1562) and,
later, at Pentecost (see Ac 2), there are OT passages that refer to him and his work. This article
examines the OT teachings about the Holy Spirit.

Term Used. The Hebrew word for “Spirit” is ruah, a word that is sometimes translated as
“wind” and “breath.” Thus, the OT references to the breath of God or a wind from God (e.g., 
Ge 2:7; Eze 37:9–10,14) can also refer to the work of God’s Spirit.

The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament. The Bible describes various activities of
the Holy Spirit during the OT times. (1) The Holy Spirit had an active role in creation. The Bible’s
second verse says that “the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters” (Ge 1:2), preparing for

the creative word of God to shape the world. Both the
Word of God (i.e., the second person of the Trinity) and the
Spirit of God were agents in creation (see Job 26:13; Ps
33:6; see article on Creation, p. 6). The Spirit is also the
author of life. When God created Adam, it was undoubted-
ly God’s Spirit that breathed into him the breath of life (Ge
2:7; cf. Job 27:3), and the Holy Spirit continues to be in-
volved in giving life to God’s creatures (Job 33:4; Ps
104:30).

(2) The Spirit was active in communicating God’s mes-
sage to his people. For example, it was the Spirit who in-
structed the Israelites in the desert (Ne 9:20). When the
psalmists of Israel sang their songs, they did so by the
Spirit of the Lord (2Sa 23:2; cf. Ac 1:16,20). Similarly, the
prophets were inspired by God’s Spirit to declare his word
to the people (Nu 11:29; 1Sa 10:5–6,10; 2Ch 20:14;
24:19–20; Ne 9:30; Isa 61:1–3; Mic 3:8; Zec 7:12; cf. 2Pe

1:20–21). According to Ezekiel, one clue to detecting false prophets is that they “follow their
own spirit” rather than the Spirit of God (Eze 13:2–3); note, though, that it was possible for
God’s Spirit to come upon someone who was not in a right relationship with God in order to
speak a true message regarding God’s people (see Nu 24:2, note).

(3) The leadership of God’s OT people was energized by the Spirit of the Lord. Moses, for ex-
ample, was one with the Spirit of God to such an extent that he shared God’s very feelings, suf-
fering when he suffered and becoming angry at sin when he became angry (see Ex 33:11, note;
cf. Ex 32:19). When Moses obediently chose seventy elders to help him lead the Israelites, God
took the Spirit that was on Moses and put it on them (Nu 11:16–17; see 11:12, note). Similarly,
when Joshua was commissioned to succeed Moses as leader, God indicated that “the spirit” (i.e.,
the Holy Spirit) was in him (Nu 27:18, note). The same Spirit came upon Gideon (Jdg 6:34),
David (1Sa 16:13) and Zerubbabel (Zec 4:6). In other words, in the OT the greatest qualification
needed for leadership was the anointing and empowering presence of the Spirit of God.

(4) The Spirit of God could also come upon individuals to equip them for special service. A
notable OT example was Joseph, who was given the Spirit to enable him to function effectively
in Pharaoh’s cabinet (Ge 41:38). Also note Bezalel and Oholiab, whom God filled with his Spirit

The Spirit in the Old Testament

Joel 2:28–29

“And afterward, I will 

pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and your daughters 

will prophesy, your old men 

will dream dreams, your young

men will see visions. Even on 

my servants, both men and

women, I will pour out my Spirit

in those days.”
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1315 JOEL

in order to do the artistic work needed for the tabernacle construction and also to teach others
(see Ex 31:1–11; 35:30–35). The idea of “being filled with the Holy Spirit” here is not precisely
the same as the baptism in the Holy Spirit in the NT (see article on Baptism in the Holy Spirit, p.
1662). In the OT, in other words, the Holy Spirit came upon and empowered only a few select in-
dividuals chosen for special service to God (see Ex 31:3, note). The Spirit of the Lord came upon
many of the judges, such as Othniel (Jdg 3:9–10), Gideon (Jdg 6:34), Jephthah (Jdg 11:29) and
Samson (Jdg 14:5–6; 15:14–16); these examples reveal God’s enduring principle that when he
chooses to use people greatly, the Spirit of the Lord comes upon them.

(5) There was also an awareness in the OT that the Spirit desired to lead a person on the 
level ground of righteous living; David testified to this in some of his psalms (Ps 51:10–13;
143:10). God’s people who followed their own way instead of listening to God were really refus-
ing to follow the way of the Spirit (see Ge 16:2, note). Those who failed to live by God’s Spirit in-
evitably experienced some form of God’s judgment (see Nu 14:29, note; Dt 1:26, note).

(6) Note that in OT times the Holy Spirit came upon or filled only a few people, empowering
them for service or prophecy. There was no general outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all Israel
(cf. Joel 2:28–29; Ac 2:4,16–18); the outpouring of the Spirit in this larger sense did not begin
until the great day of Pentecost (Ac 2).

The Promise of the Full Power of the Spirit. The OT looks forward to the coming age of the
Spirit, i.e., the NT age. (1) On several occasions, the prophets prophesied about the role that the
Spirit would play in the life of the coming Messiah. Isaiah especially characterized the coming
King and Servant of the Lord as one on whom the Spirit of God would rest in a special way (see
Isa 11:1–2; 42:1; 61:1–3). When Jesus read the words from Isa 61 in his hometown synagogue
at Nazareth, he ended with: “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk 4:21).

(2) Other OT prophecies looked forward to the time when there would be a general out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit on all God’s people. Most prominent among these passages is Joel
2:28–29, a text quoted on the day of Pentecost by Peter (Ac 2:17–18); but the same message
can also be found in Isa 32:15–17; 44:3–5; 59:20–21; Eze 11:19–20; 36:26–27; 37:14; 39:29.
God promised that when the life and power of his Spirit would come upon his people, they
would be enabled to prophesy, see visions, have prophetic dreams, live lives of obedience, holi-
ness and righteousness, and witness with great power. Thus the OT prophets foresaw and
prophesied about the Messianic age when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon humanity
would occur and be available for all people everywhere; this began to happen on Pentecost
Sunday (ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven), with a subsequent great harvest of salva-
tion (cf. Joel 2:28,32; Ac 2:41; 4:4; 13:44,48–49).
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Matthew

Outline
I. Introduction to the Messiah (1:1—4:11)

A. The Jewish Lineage of Jesus (1:1–17)
B. His Birth and Flight to Egypt (1:18—2:23)
C. Prophetic Forerunner to the Messiah (3:1–12)
D. Baptism of the Messiah (3:13–17)
E. Temptation of the Messiah (4:1–11)

II. Jesus’ Messianic Ministry in and Around Galilee (4:12—18:35)
A. Summary of His Early Galilean Ministry (4:12–25)
B. Discourse About Discipleship in the Kingdom (5:1—7:29)
C. Narrative I: Mighty Deeds of the Kingdom (8:1—9:38)
D. Discourse About the Proclamation of the Kingdom (10:1–42)
E. Narrative II: The Presence of the Kingdom (11:1—12:50)
F. Discourse About the Mystery of the Kingdom (13:1–58)
G. Narrative III: Crisis of the Kingdom (14:1—17:27)
H. Discourse About Membership in the Kingdom (18:1–35)

III. The Climax of Jesus’ Messianic Mission in Judea/Perea and Jerusalem (19:1—26:46)
A. Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem (19:1—20:34)
B. Jesus’ Last Week at Jerusalem (21:1—26:46)

1. Triumphal Entry and Cleansing the Temple (21:1–22)
2. Controversies With the Jews (21:23—22:46)
3. Denunciations of the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees (23:1–39)
4. Olivet Discourse About the Future of the Kingdom (24:1—25:46)
5. The Plot to Betray Jesus (26:1–16)
6. The Last Supper (26:17–30)
7. Gethsemane (26:31–46)

IV. Jesus’ Arrest, Trial and Crucifixion (26:47—27:66)
A. The Arrest (26:47–56)
B. The Trial (26:57—27:26)
C. The Crucifixion (27:27–56)
D. The Burial (27:57–66)

V. The Resurrection (28:1–20)
A. The Women’s Glorious Discovery (28:1–10)
B. False Witnesses (28:11–15)
C. The Risen Lord’s Commission (28:16–20)

Author Matthew

Theme Jesus, the Messianic King

Date of Writing A.D. 60s

Background
This Gospel is appropriately placed first as an introduction to the NT and to “the Christ, the

Son of the living God” (16:16). Although the author is not identified by name in the Biblical
text, the unanimous testimony of all early church fathers (beginning c. A.D. 130) is that this
Gospel was written by Matthew, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples.

Whereas Mark’s Gospel was written for the Romans (see the introduction to Mark) and
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1416MATTHEW: Introduction

Luke’s Gospel for Theophilus and for all Gentile believers (see the introduction to Luke),
Matthew’s Gospel was written for Jewish believers. The Jewish background of this Gospel is 
evident in many ways, including: (1) it relies on OT revelation, promises and prophecy to prove
that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah; (2) it traces Jesus’ lineage, starting from Abraham
(1:1–17); (3) it repeatedly declares that Jesus is the “Son of David” (1:1; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22;
20:30–31; 21:9,15; 22:41–45); (4) it uses preferred Jewish terminology such as “kingdom of
heaven” (a synonym for “kingdom of God”) because of the Jews’ reverential reluctance to say
the name of God directly; and (5) it refers to Jewish customs without any explanation (unlike
the other Gospels).

However, this Gospel is not exclusively Jewish. Like the message of Jesus himself, Matthew’s
Gospel was intended ultimately for the whole church, faithfully revealing the universal scope of
the gospel (e.g., 2:1–12; 8:11–12; 13:38; 21:43; 28:18–20).

The date and location of its origin are uncertain. However, there are good reasons for believ-
ing that Matthew wrote prior to A.D. 70 while in Palestine or Syrian Antioch. Some Bible schol-
ars believe Matthew was the first of the four Gospels to be written; others ascribe that place to
the Gospel of Mark.

Purpose
Matthew wrote this Gospel (1) to provide his readers with an eyewitness account of Jesus’

life, (2) to assure his readers that Jesus was God’s Son and the long-awaited Messiah foretold by
the OT prophets, and (3) to show that God’s kingdom was manifested in and through Jesus in an
unprecedented way. Matthew is concerned that his readers understand (1) that Israel for the
most part rejected Jesus and his kingdom, refusing to believe because he came as a spiritual
rather than as a political Messiah, and (2) that only at the end of the age will Jesus come in 
glory as the King of kings to judge and rule the nations.

Survey
Matthew presents Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s prophetic hope. Jesus fulfills OT proph-

ecy in his birth (1:22–23), birthplace (2:5–6), return from Egypt (2:15) and residence in Naz-
areth (2:23); as the one for whom the Messianic forerunner was sent (3:1–3); in the primary lo-
cation of his public ministry (4:14–16), his healing ministry (8:17), his role as God’s servant
(12:17–21), his teaching in parables (13:34–35), his triumphal entry into Jerusalem (21:4–5)
and his arrest (26:50).

Chs. 5–25 record five major discourses by Jesus and five major narratives about his mighty
deeds as Messiah. The five major discourses are: (1) Sermon on the Mount (chs. 5–7); (2) in-
struction for itinerant proclaimers of the kingdom (ch. 10); (3) parables about the kingdom (ch.
13); (4) the character of true disciples (ch. 18); and (5) the Olivet discourse about the end of the
age (chs. 24–25). The five major narratives in this Gospel are: (1) Jesus performs mighty
deeds and miracles, which testify about the reality of the kingdom (chs. 8–9); (2) Jesus further
demonstrates the presence of the kingdom (chs. 11–12); (3) Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom
provokes various crises (chs. 14–17); (4) Jesus journeys to Jerusalem and spends his last week
there (19:1—26:46); (5) Jesus is arrested, tried, crucified and raised from the dead (26:47—
28:20). The last three verses of the Gospel record Jesus’ “Great Commission.”

Special Features
Seven major features characterize this Gospel. (1) It is the most Jewish of the NT Gospels.

(2) It contains the most systematic arrangement of Jesus’ teaching and ministry of healing and
deliverance. This led the church in the second century to rely heavily on it for instructing new
converts. (3) The five major discourses contain the most extensive blocks of material in the
Gospels on Jesus’ teaching (a) during his Galilean ministry, and (b) on the subject of eschatology
(the last things). (4) This Gospel specifically identifies events in Jesus’ life as fulfilling the OT
more than any other NT book. (5) It mentions the kingdom of heaven/kingdom of God more
than any other Gospel. (6) Matthew emphasizes (a) the righteous standards of the kingdom
(chs. 5–7); (b) the present power of the kingdom over sin, sickness, demons, and even death;
and (c) the future triumph of the kingdom in that final victory at the end of the age. (7) It is the
only Gospel to mention or predict the church as a future entity belonging to Jesus (16:18;
18:17).
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1417 MATTHEW: Introduction

Reading Matthew
In order to read the entire New Testament in one year, the book of Matthew should be read

in 44 days, according to the following schedule:

■ 1 ■ 2 ■ 3 ■ 4 ■ 5:1–20
■ 5:21–48 ■ 6:1–18 ■ 6:19—7:6 ■ 7:7–29 ■ 8:1–27
■ 8:28—9:17 ■ 9:18–38 ■ 10:1–23 ■ 10:24–42 ■ 11
■ 12:1–21 ■ 12:22–50 ■ 13:1–23 ■ 13:24–43 ■ 13:44—14:12
■ 14:13–36 ■ 15:1–28 ■ 15:29—16:12 ■ 16:13—17:13 ■ 17:14—18:14
■ 18:15–35 ■ 19:1–15 ■ 19:16—20:16 ■ 20:17–34 ■ 21:1–32
■ 21:33—22:14 ■ 22:15–46 ■ 23 ■ 24:1–35 ■ 24:36–51
■ 25:1–30 ■ 25:31–46 ■ 26:1–30 ■ 26:31–56 ■ 26:57–75
■ 27:1–26 ■ 27:26–44 ■ 27:45–66 ■ 28

Notes
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1418MATTHEW 1:1

The Genealogy of Jesus
1:1–17pp — Lk 3:23–38
1:3–6pp — Ru 4:18–22
1:7–11pp — 1Ch 3:10–17

1 A record of the genealogy of
Jesus Christ the son of David,a

the son of Abraham:b

2Abraham was the father of
Isaac, c

Isaac the father of Jacob,d

Jacob the father of Judah and
his brothers, e

3Judah the father of Perez and
Zerah, whose mother was
Tamar, f

Perez the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,

4Ram the father of Ammina-
dab,

Amminadab the father of Nah-
shon,

Nahshon the father of Sal-
mon,

5Salmon the father of Boaz,
whose mother was Rahab,g

Boaz the father of Obed,
whose mother was Ruth,

Obed the father of Jesse,
6and Jesse the father of King

David.h

David was the father of Solo-
mon, whose mother had
been Uriah’s wife, i

7Solomon the father of Reho-
boam,

Rehoboam the father of Abi-
jah,

Abijah the father of Asa,
8Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,

Jehoshaphat the father of Je-
horam,

Jehoram the father of Uzziah,
9Uzziah the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,

10Hezekiah the father of Manas-
seh, j

Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah,

11and Josiah the father of Jeco-
niaha and his brothers at
the time of the exile to Bab-
ylon. k

12After the exile to Babylon:
Jeconiah was the father of

Shealtiel, l

Shealtiel the father of Zerub-
babel,m

13Zerubbabel the father of
Abiud,

Abiud the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor,

14Azor the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Akim,
Akim the father of Eliud,

15Eliud the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob,

16and Jacob the father of Jo-
seph, the husband of
Mary,n of whom was born
Jesus, who is called
Christ.o

17Thus there were fourteen gener-
ations in all from Abraham to David,
fourteen from David to the exile to

a11 That is, Jehoiachin; also in verse 12

1:1
a 2Sa 7:12-16;
Isa 9:6,7; 11:1;
Jer 23:5,6;
S Mt 9:27;
Lk 1:32,69;
Rev 22:16
b Ge 22:18;
S Gal 3:16
1:2 c Ge 21:3,12
d Ge 25:26
e Ge 29:35;
49:10
1:3
f Ge 38:27-30
1:5
g S Heb 11:31
1:6 h 1Sa 16:1;
17:12
i 2Sa 12:24

1:10 j 2Ki 20:21
1:11
k 2Ki 24:14-16;
Jer 27:20; 40:1;
Da 1:1,2
1:12 l 1Ch 3:17
m 1Ch 3:19;
Ezr 3:2
1:16 n Lk 1:27
o Mt 27:17

1:1 genealogy of Jesus Christ. Matthew’s Gos-
pel opens with this genealogy, which traces Jesus’
ancestral lineage through the paternal line (the
line of Joseph), as was Jewish custom (v. 16).
Although Joseph was not Jesus’ biological father
(v. 20), he was his legal father. Since God had
promised that the Messiah would be a descen-
dant of Abraham (Ge 12:3; 22:18; Gal 3:16) and
David (2Sa 7:12–19; Jer 23:5), Matthew traces
Jesus’ legal lineage back to these two men in
order to demonstrate to the Jews that Jesus had
the proper genealogy to qualify as the Messiah.
1:1 Christ. The word “Christ” (Gk christos)
means “anointed”; it is the Greek equivalent of
the Hebrew term “Messiah” (Da 9:25–26). (1)
From the beginning Matthew affirms that Jesus is
God’s Anointed One, anointed with the Holy Spirit
(cf. Isa 61:1; Lk 4:18; Jn 3:34; Ac 10:38). (2) He
was anointed as Prophet to bring knowledge and
truth (Dt 18:15), as Priest to offer the sacrifice
and cancel the guilt (Ps 110:4; Heb 10:10–14),
and as King to rule, guide and establish the king-

dom of righteousness (Zec 9:9).

1:1 son of David. (1) Matthew establishes that
Jesus was a legal descendant of David by tracing
the genealogy of Joseph, who was from the house
of David. Although Jesus was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, he was still formally registered as
Joseph’s son and legally a son of David. (2) Luke’s
genealogy (Lk 3:23ff) traces the lineage of Jesus
through the males in Mary’s line (she was also
from the Davidic line). Luke stresses that Jesus is
the flesh and blood (i.e., offspring) of Mary and
therefore one of us (cf. Ro 1:3). Thus, the Gospel
writers assert both Jesus’ legal and biological
right to the Messiahship.

1:16 Mary . . . Jesus. The virgin birth of Jesus is
safeguarded in the genealogy. Notice the words
“the father of” are used of all the names down to
Joseph, but then the statement is altered. It is not
said that Joseph “was the father of” Jesus, but
rather that Joseph was the “husband of Mary, of
whom was born Jesus” (see Mt 1:23, note).
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Babylon, and fourteen from the exile
to the Christ.b

The Birth of Jesus Christ
18This is how the birth of Jesus

Christ came about: His mother Mary
was pledged to be married to Joseph,
but before they came together, she
was found to be with child through
the Holy Spirit.p 19Because Joseph
her husband was a righteous man
and did not want to expose her to
public disgrace, he had in mind to
divorceq her quietly.

20But after he had considered this,
an angel r of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream s and said, “Joseph
son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because
what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus,c t because he will save
his people from their sins.”u

22All this took place to fulfill v what

“Jesus,” Jesus (Iēsous) is the Greek equiva-
lent of the Hebrew word Yeshua (Joshua),
meaning “Yahweh saves” or “Yahweh is sal-
vation.” This describes the future task of
Mary’s Son and is the initial promise of the
gospel. Jesus as Savior “will save his people
from their sins.” Sin is the greatest enemy of
the human race, destroying one’s soul and
life. Through the atoning death of Jesus and
the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit,
those who turn to Jesus will be set free from
the guilt and slavery of sin (see Jn 8:31–36;
Ac 26:18; Ro 6; 8:1–16).

M
t 

1
:2

1
the Lord had said through the proph-
et: 23“The virgin will be with child
and will give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel”d w—which
means, “God with us.”

24When Joseph woke up, he did
what the angel x of the Lord had com-
manded him and took Mary home as
his wife. 25But he had no union with
her until she gave birth to a son. And
he gave him the name Jesus. y

“Virgin,” The Hebrew word for “virgin”
(almah) used in Isa 7:14 and the equivalent
Greek word parthenos, used in the Septu-
agint in Isa 7:14 and in Mt 1:21 and Lk 1:27
for Mary, means a young virgin (normally a
“maiden” of marriageable age). In addition
to the meaning of the Greek and Hebrew
(which some dispute), Matthew and Luke
emphasize that Jesus was conceived by the
Holy Spirit (1:18,20; Lk 1:35,37) without the
intervention of a human father (Lk 1:34)
and given birth by Mary while still a virgin
(1:25; see 1:16, note; 1:23, note). Joseph
and Mary did not have sexual union until 
after Mary gave birth to Jesus (1:25).

M
t 1

:2
3

The Visit of the Magi

2 After Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem in Judea, z during the time

of King Herod,a Magie from the
east came to Jerusalem 2and asked,

b17 Or Messiah. “The Christ” (Greek)
and “the Messiah” (Hebrew) both mean
“the Anointed One.” c21 Jesus is
the Greek form of Joshua, which means
the LORD saves. d23 Isaiah 7:14
e1 Traditionally Wise Men

1:18 p Lk 1:35
1:19 q Dt 24:1
1:20 r S Ac 5:19
s S Mt 27:19
1:21 t S Lk 1:31
u Ps 130:8;
S Lk 2:11;
S Jn 3:17;
Ac 5:31;
S Ro 11:14;
Tit 2:14
1:22 v Mt 2:15,
17,23; 4:14;
8:17; 12:17;
21:4; 26:54,56;
27:9; Lk 4:21;
21:22; 24:44;
Jn 13:18; 19:24,
28,36

1:23 w Isa 7:14;
8:8,10
1:24 x S Ac 5:19
1:25 y ver 21;
S Lk 1:31
2:1 z Lk 2:4-7
2:1 a Lk 1:5

1:23 virgin . . . give birth to a son. The prophe-
cy of Isaiah in the OT (7:14; cf. Mt 1:22–23) and
both Matthew and Luke in the NT ascribe virgini-
ty to the mother of Jesus. The Biblical revelation
of Jesus’ virgin conception and birth is commonly
opposed by liberal scholars and some cults. But
the revelation in Matthew 1 and Luke 1 is clear
and unequivocal (see Word Study above on Mt
1:23).

(1) The importance of the virgin birth cannot
be overemphasized. In order for our Redeemer to
qualify to pay for our sins and bring salvation, he
must be, in one person, fully human, sinless and
fully divine (Heb 7:25–26). The virgin birth satis-
fies all three of these requirements. (a) The only
way Jesus could be born a human being was to be
born of a woman. (b) The only way he could be
sinless was to be conceived by the Holy Spirit
(1:20; cf. Heb 4:15). (c) The only way he could be
divine was to have God as his Father. As a result,
his conception was not by natural but by super-
natural means: “the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God” (Lk 1:35). Jesus Christ is
therefore revealed to us as one divine person with

two natures—divine and sinless human.
(2) In living and suffering as a human person,

Jesus sympathizes with our weaknesses (Heb
4:15–16). As the divine Son of God, he has the
power to deliver us from sin’s bondage and Sa-
tan’s power (Ac 26:18; Col 2:15; Heb 2:14; 7:25).
As both divine and human, he qualifies to serve
as a sacrifice for the sins of every person, and as
a high priest to intercede for all who come to God
(Heb 2:9–18; 5:1–9; 7:24–28; 10:4–12).
1:25 no union with her until. The word “until”
draws attention to the fact that after Christ’s
birth, Joseph and Mary entered into the full physi-
cal union commonly associated with marriage.
We are told that Jesus had brothers and sisters
(12:46–47; Mk 3:31–32; 6:3; Lk 8:19–20).
2:1 Magi. These men were probably members of
a learned religious class from the region now
called Iran. They specialized in astrology, medi-
cine and natural science. Their visit occurred
when Jesus was between 40 days (cf. Lk 2:22) and
2 years old (cf. v. 16). The importance of this
story is that (1) Jesus is worthy of royal honor
from all humanity, and (2) Gentiles as well as

Lk
1:76-

79
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Decapolis and Lands beyond the Jordan
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Jesus and his disciples came
here on occasion (Mt 16:13;
Mk 8:27). Here he asked 
Peter who he thought Jesus
was (Mt 16:15–16).

Home of apostles
Philip, Andrew and
Peter (Jn 1:44; 
12:21). Jesus healed 
a blind man 
here (Mk 8:22). 
Feeding of the 
5,000 took 
place near 
here (Lk 9:10).

Paul was converted near
here and was brought
blinded into the city 
(Ac 9:3,8; 22:6,11).

Place east of the Jordan River
where John the Baptist was bap-
tizing (Jn 1:28). Here John saw
Jesus and called him the “Lamb
of God” (Jn 1:29,35).

In the region of 
the Gerasenes Jesus
healed a demon-
possessed man 
(Mk 5:1; Lk 8:26).

In the region of Gadara Jesus
healed two demon-possessed
men (Mt 8:28).
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and sickness among the people. z

24News about him spread all over
Syria,a and people brought to him all
who were ill with various diseases,
those suffering severe pain, the
demon-possessed,b those having sei-
zures, c and the paralyzed,d and he
healed them. 25Large crowds from
Galilee, the Decapolis,s Jerusalem,
Judea and the region across the Jor-
dan followed him. e

The Beatitudes
5:3–12pp — Lk 6:20–23

5 Now when he saw the crowds,
he went up on a mountainside

and sat down. His disciples came to
him, 2and he began to teach them,
saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven. f

4Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.g

5Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.h

6Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for
righteousness,

for they will be filled. i

7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy. j

8Blessed are the pure in heart, k

for they will see God. l

“Blessed,” Gk makarioi. The Gk plural indi-
cates a fullness of blessing that sustains a
disciple of Jesus even in difficult circum-
stances or persecution. It includes a sense of
spiritual well-being because of one’s rela-
tionship to Jesus that includes his love, care,
salvation and daily presence (see 14:19,
note; Lk 24:50, note).

M
t 5

:3

s25 That is, the Ten Cities

4:23 z Mt 8:16;
14:14; 15:30;
Mk 3:10;
Lk 7:22;
Ac 10:38
4:24 a S Lk 2:2
b Mt 8:16,28;
9:32; 12:22;
15:22; Mk 1:32;
5:15,16,18
c Mt 17:15
d Mt 8:6; 9:2;
Mk 2:3
4:25 e Mk 3:7,8;
Lk 6:17
5:3 f ver 10,19;
S Mt 25:34

5:4 g Isa 61:2,3;
Rev 7:17
5:5 h Ps 37:11;
Ro 4:13
5:6 i Isa 55:1,2
5:7 j S Jas 2:13
5:8 k Ps 24:3,4;
73:1 l Ps 17:15;
42:2;
Heb 12:14;
Rev 22:4

5–7 Sermon on the Mount. Chs. 5–7, com-
monly called Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, con-
tain a revelation of God’s principles of righteous-
ness by which all Christians are to live through
faith in the Son of God (Gal 2:20) and through the
power of the indwelling Spirit (cf. Ro 8:2–14; Gal
5:16–25). All who belong to the kingdom of God
are to have an intense hunger and thirst for the
righteousness taught in Christ’s sermon (see 5:6,
note).
5:3 poor in spirit. There are certain require-
ments if we wish to receive the blessings of God’s
kingdom; we must be guided by God’s ways and
values revealed in Scripture and not by the ways
and values of the world. The first of these require-
ments is to be “poor in spirit.” We must recognize
that we are not spiritually self-sufficient; we need
the Holy Spirit’s life, power and sustaining grace
in order to inherit God’s kingdom.
5:4 those who mourn. To “mourn” is to grieve
over our own weakness in relation to God’s stan-
dard of righteousness and his kingdom power
(v. 6; 6:33). It is also to mourn over the things
that grieve God, to have our feelings in sympathy
with the feelings of God, and to be afflicted in our
spirits over the sin, immorality and cruelty mani-
fested in the world (see Lk 19:41, note; Ac 20:19;
2Pe 2:8, note). Those who mourn are comforted
by receiving from the Father “righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Ro 14:17).
5:5 the meek. The “meek” are those who are
humble and submissive before God. They find
their refuge in him and commit their way entirely
to him. They are more concerned about God’s
work and God’s people than about what might
happen to them personally (cf. Ps 37:11). The
meek, rather than the aggressors, ultimately in-
herit the earth.
5:6 hunger and thirst for righteousness. This
is one of the most important verses in the Sermon

on the Mount. (1) The foundational requirement
for all godly living is to “hunger and thirst for
righteousness” (cf. 6:33). Such hunger is seen in
Moses (Ex 33:13,18), the psalmist (see Ps 42:2,6,
notes; 63:1, note) and the apostle Paul (Php
3:10). The spiritual condition of Christians all
throughout their lives will depend on their hunger
and thirst for (a) the presence of God (Dt 4:29),
(b) the Word of God (Ps 119), (c) the communion
of Christ (Php 3:8–10), (d) the fellowship of the
Spirit (Jn 7:37–39; 2Co 13:14), (e) righteousness
(5:6), (f) kingdom power (6:33) and (g) the return
of the Lord (2Ti 4:8).

(2) The Christian’s hunger for the things of God
is destroyed by worldly anxiety, deceitfulness of
wealth (13:22), desire for things (Mk 4:19) and
life’s pleasures (Lk 8:14), and failure to remain in
Christ (see Jn 15:4, note). When the hunger of
believers for God and his righteousness is de-
stroyed, they will die spiritually. For this reason it
is essential that we be sensitive to the Holy Spir-
it’s convicting work in our lives (see Jn 16:8–13;
Ro 8:5–16).
5:7 the merciful. The “merciful” are full of com-
passion and pity toward those who are suffering
either from sin or sorrow. The merciful sincerely
want to make such suffering less by bringing
those people to the grace and help of God
through Jesus Christ (cf. 18:23–35; Lk 10:30–37;
Heb 2:17). In showing mercy to others, we “will
be shown mercy.”
5:8 the pure in heart. The “pure in heart” are
those who have been delivered from sin’s power
by God’s grace and now strive without deceit to
please and glorify God and to be like him. (1)
They seek to have the same attitude of heart that
God has—a love of righteousness and a hatred of
evil (see Heb 1:9, note). Their heart (which in-
cludes mind, will and emotions; see article on The
Heart, p. 916) is in tune with the heart of God

Mt
6:19-

24

Paul Brinkerhoff
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9Blessed are the peacemakers,m

for they will be called sons of
God.n

10Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of
righteousness,o

for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.p

11“Blessed are you when people in-
sult you,q persecute you and false-
ly say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. r 12Rejoice and be
glad, s because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were
before you. t

Salt and Light
13“You are the salt of the earth.

But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no
longer good for anything, except to
be thrown out and trampled by
men.u

14“You are the light of the world. v

A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
15Neither do people light a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put
it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house.w 16In the
same way, let your light shine before
men, x that they may see your good
deeds y and praise z your Father in
heaven.

The Fulfillment of the Law
17“Do not think that I have come to

5:9 m Jas 3:18;
S Ro 14:19
n ver 44,45;
S Ro 8:14
5:10
o S 1Pe 3:14
p ver 3,19;
S Mt 25:34
5:11 q Isa 51:7
r S Jn 15:21
5:12 s Ps 9:2;
Ac 5:41;
S 2Co 6:10;
12:10; Col 1:24;
Jas 1:2; 1Pe 1:6;
4:13,16
t 2Ch 36:16;
Mt 23:31,37;
Ac 7:52;
1Th 2:15;
Heb 11:32-38

5:13 u Mk 9:50;
Lk 14:34,35
5:14 v Jn 8:12
5:15 w Mk 4:21;
Lk 8:16; 11:33

5:16 x 1Co 10:31; Php 1:11 y S Tit 2:14 z S Mt 9:8

(1Sa 13:14; Mt 22:37; 1Ti 1:5). (2) Only the pure
in heart “will see God.” To see God means to be
his child and to dwell in his presence, both now
and in the future kingdom (Ex 33:11; Rev 21:7;
22:4).
5:9 the peacemakers. The “peacemakers” are
those who have been reconciled to God. They
have peace with him through the cross (Ro 5:1;
Eph 2:14–16; see article on The Peace of God, p.
1144). They now strive by their witness and life
to bring others, including their enemies, to peace
with God.
5:10 persecuted because of righteousness.
Persecution will be the lot of all who seek to live
in harmony with God’s Word for the sake of righ-
teousness. (1) Those who uphold God’s standards
of truth, justice and purity, and who at the same
time refuse to compromise with the present evil
society or the lifestyles of lukewarm believers
(Rev 2; 3:1–4,14–22), will undergo unpopularity,
rejection and criticism. Persecution and opposi-
tion will come from the world (10:22; 24:9; Jn
15:19) and at times from those within the pro-
fessing church (Ac 20:28–31; 2Co 11:3–15; 2Ti
1:15; 3:8–14; 4:16). When they experience this
suffering, Christians are to rejoice (v. 12), for to
those who suffer most God imparts the highest
blessing (2Co 1:5; 2Ti 2:12; 1Pe 1:7; 4:13). (2)
Christians must beware of the temptation to com-
promise God’s will in order to avoid shame, em-
barrassment or loss (10:33; Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26; 2Ti
2:12). The principles of God’s kingdom never
change: “. . . everyone who wants to live a godly
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2Ti 3:12).
Those who suffer and endure persecution because
of righteousness are promised the kingdom and
heavenly rewards.
5:13 salt of the earth. As salt is valuable to
give flavor and to preserve from corruption, be-
lievers and the church must be godly examples in
the world and must resist the moral decay and
corruption evident in society. (1) Churches that
become lukewarm, quench the power of the Holy

Spirit and cease to resist the prevailing spirit in
the world will be “thrown out” by God (see Rev
3:15–16, note). (2) They consequently will be
“trampled by men”; i.e., those who are lukewarm
will be destroyed by the ways and values of
an ungodly society (cf. Dt 28:13,43,48; Jdg
2:20–22).
5:17 the Law . . . to fulfill. The expression “the
Law and the Prophets” sometimes is used compre-
hensively for the entire OT. It was not Christ’s
intention to abolish OT revelation but rather to
see it fulfilled in the lives of his followers (Ro
3:31; 8:4). The NT believer’s relation to the law of
God involves the following:

(1) The “law” that the believer is obliged to
keep consists of the ethical and moral principles
of the OT (7:12; 22:36–40; Ro 3:31; Gal 5:14; see
article on The Old Testament Law, p. 124) as well
as the teachings of Christ and the apostles (28:20;
1Co 7:19; 9:21; Gal 6:2). These “laws” reveal
God’s moral nature and his will for the lives of his
people and, therefore, still apply today. OT laws
that applied directly to the nation of Israel, such
as the sacrificial, ceremonial, social or civil laws,
are no longer binding (Heb 10:1–4; e.g., Lev
1:2–3; 24:10).

(2) Believers must not view the law as a system
of legal commandments by which to obtain merit
for forgiveness and salvation (Gal 2:16,19). Rath-
er, the law must be seen as a moral code for those
who are already in a saved relationship with God
and who, by obeying it, express the life of Christ
within themselves (Ro 6:15–22).

(3) Faith in Christ is the point of departure for
the fulfilling of the law. Through faith in Christ,
God becomes our Father (cf. Jn 1:12). Therefore,
our obedience as believers is done not only out of
a relationship to God as sovereign Lawgiver, but
also out of a relationship of children to their
Father (Gal 4:6).

(4) Through faith in Christ, believers, by God’s
grace (Ro 5:21) and the indwelling Holy Spirit (Ro
8:13; Gal 3:5,14), are given an inner compulsion
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abolish the Law or the Prophets; I
have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them.a 18I tell you the truth,
until heaven and earth disappear, not
the smallest letter, not the least
stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until every-
thing is accomplished.b 19Anyone
who breaks one of the least of these
commandments c and teaches others
to do the same will be called least in
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever
practices and teaches these com-
mands will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you
that unless your righteousness sur-
passes that of the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, you will certainly
not enter the kingdom of heaven.d

Murder
5:25,26pp — Lk 12:58,59

21“You have heard that it was said
to the people long ago, ‘Do not mur-
der,t e and anyone who murders will
be subject to judgment.’ 22But I tell
you that anyone who is angry f with
his brotheru will be subject to judg-
ment.g Again, anyone who says to
his brother, ‘Raca,v’ is answerable

to the Sanhedrin.h But anyone who
says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of
the fire of hell. i

23“Therefore, if you are offering
your gift at the altar and there re-
member that your brother has some-
thing against you, 24leave your gift
there in front of the altar. First go and
be reconciled to your brother; then
come and offer your gift.

25“Settle matters quickly with your
adversary who is taking you to court.
Do it while you are still with him on
the way, or he may hand you over to
the judge, and the judge may hand
you over to the officer, and you may
be thrown into prison. 26I tell you the
truth, you will not get out until you
have paid the last penny.w

Adultery
27“You have heard that it was said,

‘Do not commit adultery.’x j 28But I
tell you that anyone who looks at a

t21 Exodus 20:13 u22 Some
manuscripts brother without cause
v22 An Aramaic term of contempt
w26 Greek kodrantes
x27 Exodus 20:14

5:17 a Jn 10:34,
35; Ro 3:31
5:18
b Ps 119:89;
Isa 40:8; 55:11;
Mt 24:35;
Mk 13:31;
Lk 16:17; 21:33
5:19 c Jas 2:10
5:20 d Isa 26:2;
Mt 18:3; Jn 3:5
5:21 e Ex 20:13;
21:12; Dt 5:17
5:22 f Ecc 7:9;
1Co 13:5;
Eph 4:26;
Jas 1:19,20
g 1Jn 3:15

h Mt 26:59;
Jn 11:47;
Ac 5:21,27,34,
41; 6:12
i Mt 18:9;
Mk 9:43,48;
Lk 16:24; Jas 3:6
5:27 j Ex 20:14;
Dt 5:18

and power to fulfill God’s law (Ro 16:25–26; Heb
10:16). We fulfill it by living according to the
Spirit (Ro 8:4–14). The Spirit helps us put to
death the misdeeds of the body and to fulfill
God’s will (Ro 8:13; see Mt 7:21, note). Thus,
external conformity to God’s law must be accom-
panied by the inner transformation of our hearts
and spirits (cf. vv. 21–28).

(5) Having been freed from sin’s power, and
now being enslaved to God (Ro 6:18–22), believ-
ers follow the principle of “faith” by being “under
Christ’s law” (1Co 9:21). In so doing we fulfill “the
law of Christ” (Gal 6:2) and are thus faithful to
the requirement of the law (see Ro 7:4, note; 8:4,
note; Gal 3:19, note; 5:16–25).

(6) Jesus emphatically taught that doing the
will of his heavenly Father is an ongoing condi-
tion of entering the kingdom of heaven (see 7:21,
note).
5:19 great in the kingdom. The position of be-
lievers in the kingdom of heaven will be deter-
mined by our attitude toward God’s command-
ments; i.e., by our obeying and teaching them.
Our degree of faithfulness in this respect will
determine our degree of glory in heaven (see
article on The Judgment of Believers, p. 1818).
5:20 unless your righteousness. The righteous-
ness of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law
was external only. They kept many rules, prayed,
praised, fasted, read God’s Word and attended
worship services. However, they substituted the
outward acts for the correct inner attitudes. Jesus
said the righteousness that God requires of the

believer is more. The heart and spirit, not only the
outward deeds, must conform to God’s will in faith
and love (see Mk 7:6, note on legalism.)
5:22 angry . . . Raca . . . fool. Jesus is not speak-
ing of a righteous anger at injustice or holy
indignation for hurtful wicked behavior (cf. Jn
2:13–17), but is condemning the vindictive anger
that would unjustly desire the death of another.
“Raca” is a term of contempt and probably means
“empty-headed fool.” To call a person a “godless
fool” in anger and contempt may indicate a heart
attitude that places one “in danger of the fire of
hell.”
5:28 looks . . . lustfully. What Christ condemns
is not the sudden thought that Satan may place
in a person’s mind or an improper desire that
arises suddenly. Rather it is a wrong thought or
desire that is accompanied by the approval of
one’s will. It is having an immoral desire that
would seek fulfillment if the opportunity arose.
The inner desire for illicit sexual pleasure, if con-
templated and not resisted, is sin (see article on
Standards of Sexual Morality, p. 1970).

(1) The Christian must be particularly careful to
abstain from taking pleasure in scenes of immo-
rality or nudity such as those shown in films,
videos, TV, books, magazines and on some Inter-
net sites (cf. 1Co 6:15,18; Gal 5:19,21; Eph 5:5;
Col 3:5; 2Ti 2:22; Tit 2:12; Heb 13:4; Jas 1:14;
1Pe 2:11; 2Pe 3:3; 1Jn 2:16).

(2) In the area of maintaining sexual purity, the
woman as well as the man has a responsibility.
The Christian woman must be careful not to dress



JOBNAME: NIV Full Life 02 PAGE: 74 SESS: 62 OUTPUT: Fri Dec 20 10:39:35 2002
/ag1/bible/zond/nivfulllife02/nivfull4041black

ZOND: NIV Full Life, Aug 31p, 2002ad 1488

The Kingdom of God Versus the Kingdom of Satan

ITEM

1. Rulership 

2. Character 

3. Manifes-
tation

REFERENCE

2Ch 20:6; 
Ps 95:3; 
Da 4:17,32; 
1Ti 1:17

Ps 110:1; 
Isa 9:6–7; 
Da 7:13–14; 
Mt 28:18; 
Lk 1:32–33; 
Eph 1:20–22; 
Heb 1:3–8; 
Rev 1:5; 19:13–16

Mt 6:33; 
Jn 18:36; 
Ro 14:17

Lk 11:20–22; 
1Co 2:4; 4:20; 
1Th 1:5 

Jn 8:31–32;
14:6,16–17; 15:26;
16:13; 17:17

1Co 1:2,30; 
2Co 6:17—7:1; 
Eph 4:24; 
Heb 12:10,14; 
1Pe 1:15–16

Jn 1:4–9; 3:19; 
Ac 26:18; 
Col 1:12–13; 
1Ti 6:16; 
1Jn 1:5,7

Mk 1:15; 
Ac 8:12; 
1Co 5:10–11

Mt 3:2,11–12; 
Ac 1:3–8

Mt 4:23–24;
10:7–8; 12:28; 
Lk 9:1–2,11;
11:20–22; 13:11–16

Mt 3:1–3; 4:17; 
Mk 1:14–15

DESCRIPTION

a. Rule by 
Satan—the
god of this
age

b. Satan 
assisted by
principalities,
powers and
rulers of this
dark world

a. Centered in
the things of
this world

b. Disease, sick-
ness, slavery

c. Deception

d. Sin and evil

e. Darkness

a. Destruction

b. Filled with 
the spirit of
the world

c. By counterfeit
miracles and
demon-
possession 

d. The presence
of evil spirits

REFERENCE

Jn 12:31; 14:30; 
2Co 4:4; 
Eph 2:2; 
1Jn 5:19

Eph 1:21; 6:12; 
Col 1:16; 2:15; 
cf. Da 10:13

1Jn 2:15–17; 5:19;
Rev 2:9,13

Mt 10:1; Lk 9:1

Ge 3:4–5,13; 
Jn 8:44; 
Ro 1:25; 
2Co 4:4; 
2Th 2:10–12 

Ro 1:28–32; 
1Co 6:9–10; 
Eph 2:1–3; 
1Jn 3:7–10,12

Lk 22:53; 
Ac 26:18; 
Eph 6:12; 
Col 1:13; 
1Jn 1:6; 
cf. 2Co 11:14 

Jn 10:10; 
1Pe 5:8

1Co 2:12; 
Jas 4:4; 1Jn 2:15

Mt 8:28; 24:24; 2Th
2:9; Rev 13:13–14

Mt 8:28; 12:22–29;
Mk 5:2–5,9; 6:7; 
Ac 19:16; Rev 18:2

DESCRIPTION

a. Rule by
God—
Theocracy

b. God’s rule
through his
Son

a. Righteous-
ness, peace
and joy in the
Holy Spirit

b. Divine power

c. Truth

d. Holiness

e. Light

a. Salvation

b. Baptism in 
the Holy 
Spirit

c. Miracles and
driving out
demons

d. The presence
of Jesus

Kingdom of God Kingdom of Satan

A. THE NATURE OF THE KINGDOMS



JOBNAME: NIV Full Life 02 PAGE: 75 SESS: 62 OUTPUT: Fri Dec 20 10:39:35 2002
/ag1/bible/zond/nivfulllife02/nivfull4041black

ZOND: NIV Full Life, Aug 31p, 2002ad 1489

The Kingdom of God Versus the Kingdom of Satan

ITEM

3. Manifes-
tation
(cont.)

1. Entrance 

2. Character-
istics of 
Members

REFERENCE

Ro 12:6–8; 
1Co 12:1–31

Gal 5:22–23

Mk 1:15; 
Ac 2:37–38; 
1Jn 1:9

Mt 18:3; Mk 10:15

Ro 10:8–13; 
Heb 4:2

Jn 3:3,5

Ro 6:3–8

Jn 1:12–13; 3:3–5;
Ro 8:15; 
Gal 4:5; 
Eph 1:5

Mt 6:25–32; 
Jn 14:21; 
Ro 1:5; 16:26; 
Heb 11:6

Jn 3:16,36; 5:24;
6:40; 
1Jn 2:25; 5:11; 
Rev 2:7

Ro 13:13; 
Eph 5:8; 
Php 2:15; 
1Th 5:5,8

2Th 2:13; 
1Ti 3:15; 
3Jn 3–5

DESCRIPTION

e. Sorcery, 
witchcraft,
drugs, 
occult 
activity

f. Acts of the 
sinful nature

a. All unre-
generate 
humanity

b. Pride, inde-
pendence

c. Rebellion 
and unbelief

d. Spiritual
death

e. Separation
from God

a. Children 
of Satan

b. Unbelief and
rebellion

c. Eternal death

d. Walk in 
darkness

e. Speak lies 
and oppose
truth

REFERENCE

Ac 16:16;
19:18–19; 
1Co 10:20; 
Gal 5:20; 
Rev 2:24

Gal 5:19–21 

Ro 3:23; 
Eph 2:2–3; 
Col 1:13 

Ps 2:1–2; 
Pr 16:18; 
Eze 16:40–50; 
Da 4:30; 
Ob 3; 
Ro 1:30; 
2Ti 3:2; 
Jude 16

Ro 1:18–32; 
Heb 3:19; 12:25

Ro 5:12,17; 6:23;
Eph 2:1; 
Col 2:13

Eph 2:12

Jn 8:44; 
1Jn 3:8–10

Mt 17:17; 
Lk 12:46; 
2Th 3:2; 
Tit 1:15; 
Rev 21:8

Jn 3:18,36; 
Ro 5:12; 6:23; 
Jas 1:15; 
1Jn 5:12; 
Rev 20:14–15; 21:8

Jn 3:19; 
Ro 13:12–13; 
Eph 5:11–12; 
1Jn 1:6; 2:9,11

Jn 8:44; 
Ro 1:18,25; 
2Ti 2:18; 3:8; 4:4

DESCRIPTION

e. Gifts of the
Spirit

f. Fruit of the 
Spirit

a. Repentance
and forgive-
ness

b. Humility

c. Confession
and faith

d. New birth

e. Union with
Christ

a. Children 
of God

b. Faith and 
obedience

c. Eternal life

d. Walk in 
the light

e. Devoted to 
the truth

Kingdom of God Kingdom of Satan

B. THE PEOPLE OF THE KINGDOMS



ABBA
Gal 4:6

ABIDE IN CHRIST
See REMAIN IN CHRIST

ABOMINATION THAT CAUSES
DESOLATION
See article on THE GREAT

TRIBULATION
Mk 13:14

ABRAHAM
See article on THE CALL OF

ABRAHAM
See article on GOD’S COVENANT

WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND
JACOB
Ge 11:31; 17:5

faith of
Ro 4:12

ABSTINENCE
See WINE

ACTS
and theology of the Spirit

Ac 1:1
as a pattern for all churches

Ac 28:31

ADAM AND EVE
See article on CREATION
See article on DEATH

Ge 3:7; Ro 5:12

ADOPTION
See NEW BIRTH

ADULTERY
See article on STANDARDS OF

SEXUAL MORALITY
divorce and remarriage

Mk 10:11; Lk 16:18
prohibited

Ex 20:14; Pr 6:32–33
spiritual

Jer 3:1–5; Eze 16:15; 23:2; Rev
17:1

suspected
Nu 5:18

woman caught in
Jn 8:7,11

ADVICE
godly

1Sa 25:32; 2Ki 25:7; Pr 15:22

AMEN
2Co 1:20

AMOS
See introduction to Amos

Am 1:1

ANGEL OF THE LORD
See article on ANGELS AND THE

ANGEL OF THE LORD
Ge 16:7; 32:24; Ex 3:2; Jdg
6:14; Isa 63:9; Zec 1:8–11,12

ANGELS
See article on ANGELS AND THE

ANGEL OF THE LORD
fallen

See article on POWER OVER
SATAN AND DEMONS
2Pe 2:4

good
Ge 18:2; 32:1; Eze 1:5; 9:2; Da
10:5; Heb 1:13; Rev 8:13

guardian
Ge 24:40; Ge 28:12; 2Ki
6:16–17; Ps 34:7; 91:11; Mt
18:10

ANGER
at sin

Ex 32:19; Jdg 10:7; Ne 13:25; Lk
19:45; Ac 17:16

God’s
1Ki 18:40; Ps 76:10; La 1:12;
Am 8:11; Na 1:3; Ro 1:18,24

ANNA
Lk 2:36

ANOINTING
counterfeit

Mt 7:23
of Cyrus

Isa 45:1

from the Holy Spirit
Sa 10:1; Isa 11:2–3; 42:1; 1Jn
2:20

of priests
Nu 3:3

ANTICHRIST
See article on THE AGE OF THE

ANTICHRIST
as the beast of the great tribulation

Isa 14:12–15; Da 6:5;
7:8,24–25; 9:27; 11:36–45; Zec
11:15–16; Rev 11:7;
13:1–3,8,15,18; 16:10; 17:16

destruction of
Rev 17:14; 19:19

as the “man of lawlessness”
2Th 2:3; 1Jn 2:18

and the mark of the beast
Rev 13:16; 14:9

origin of
Rev 17:8,11

held back by the Holy Spirit
2Th 2:6

ANTINOMIANISM
Ge 3:4; Ro 16:17; 1Jn 2:4

ANXIETY
Mt 6:25; Php 4:6,7

APOSTASY
Ge 19:26; Jdg 17:5,6; 20:1; 2Ki
12:2; 2Ch 16:7; Ecc 11:9; Isa
2:6–9; 30:1–5; Jer 8:12

of believers
See article on CHRIST’S MESSAGE

TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
See article on PERSONAL

APOSTASY
Dt 29:18–21; 2Ki 14:26; 15:16;
Pr 14:14; La 2:5; Lk 8:13; Jn
15:2,6; 1Co 6:9; 9:27; Gal 5:4;
Heb 2:1; 10:29; 2Pe 2:1; Jude
12; Rev 3:5; 22:19

and repentance
1Ki 8:46

and the last days
See article on THE AGE OF THE

ANTICHRIST
Mt 24:11,12; Lk 18:8; 2Th 2:7;
1Ti 4:1; 2Ti 4:3

Subject Index

This subject index will enable you to locate where various topics are discussed in the study notes, introductions
and articles.
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Themefinder™ Index

Baptized in/Filled with the
Holy Spirit

Exodus 31:1–6
Numbers 27:18
Judges 3:9–10

Judges 6:34
Judges 11:29
Judges 15:14–15
1 Samuel 11:6–7
1 Samuel 16:13
1 Chronicles 12:18
2 Chronicles 24:20–21
Psalms 51:10–12
Isaiah 11:1–3a
Isaiah 32:15
Isaiah 42:1
Isaiah 44:3
Isaiah 59:21
Ezekiel 2:1–2
Ezekiel 11:19–20
Ezekiel 36:26–27
Ezekiel 37:14
Ezekiel 39:29
Joel 2:28–29
Micah 3:8
Zechariah 4:6
Matthew 3:11
Mark 1:7–8
Luke 1:15
Luke 1:41
Luke 1:67
Luke 3:16
Luke 4:1
Luke 24:49
John 1:32–33
John 7:38–39
Acts 1:4–5
Acts 2:4–13
Acts 2:38–39
Acts 4:8
Acts 4:31
Acts 6:3
Acts 7:55
Acts 8:14–17
Acts 9:17
Acts 10:44–47
Acts 11:15–17
Acts 13:9
Acts 15:8
Acts 19:1–7
Ephesians 5:18

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Exodus 35:30–35
Numbers 11:24–29
Judges 4:4

1 Samuel 10:5–11
2 Samuel 23:1–2
Nehemiah 9:30
Isaiah 61:1–3
Ezekiel 8:3–4
Zechariah 7:12
Mark 16:17–18
Acts 6:8
Acts 11:27–28
Acts 14:3
Acts 15:32
Acts 21:9–12
Romans 1:11
Romans 12:6–8
Romans 15:19
1 Corinthians 1:7
1 Corinthians 12:1–31
1 Corinthians 14:1–40
Galatians 3:5
Ephesians 4:7–12
1 Timothy 4:14
2 Timothy 1:6
Hebrews 2:4
1 Peter 4:10–11

Fruit of the Holy Spirit

Genesis 50:19–21
Numbers 6:24–26
Numbers 12:3–7

Ruth 3:10–11
2 Samuel 9:1–7
Psalms 1:3
Isaiah 3:10
Isaiah 27:6
Isaiah 32:16–18
Ezekiel 17:22–24
Hosea 6:1–3
Hosea 14:4–8
Matthew 7:16–20
Matthew 12:33
Luke 6:43–44
John 15:1–8
Acts 13:52
Romans 5:5
Romans 8:6
Romans 14:17
Romans 15:30
Galatians 5:22–23
Ephesians 3:17–21
Colossians 1:6–8
1 Thessalonians 1:6
Hebrews 12:11
James 3:17–18

This Themefinder™ Index will provide an “at-a-glance” listing of the passages assigned to a particluar theme
of importance in the Pentecostal tradition. Themefinders link the most significant texts on crucial Bible topics.
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The Entire Bible in a Year

GENESIS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

EXODUS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40

LEVITICUS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

NUMBERS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

DEUTERONOMY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34

JOSHUA

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

JUDGES

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

RUTH

1 2 3 4

God’s Word is his personal message of love to you today. A great way to grow as a Christian and
get to know God in a more personal way is to spend time in his Word. Here are three ways for
you to read through the Bible:

1. If you are reading the Bible for the first time: Begin by reading the Gospel of Mark or the
Gospel of John in the New Testament. After reading one of these gospels, read the book of Acts
or the book of Romans. After reading Acts or Romans, pick an Old Testament book like Genesis
or perhaps Psalms. 

2. If you want to read through the entire Bible in one year: Read three chapters each day,
Monday through Saturday, and five chapters on Sunday.

3. If you want to read through the entire Bible in two years: Read two chapters each day,
Sunday through Saturday.

The following chart covers every book and chapter of the Bible. To keep track of what you
have read, mark off each chapter as you complete it.
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AARON
Genealogy of (Ex 6:16-20; Jos 21:4, 10; 1Ch

6:3-15).
Priesthood of (Ex 28:1; Nu 17; Heb 5:1-4; 7),

garments (Ex 28; 39), consecration (Ex 29), ordi-
nation (Lev 8).

Spokesman for Moses (Ex 4:14-16, 27-31; 7:1-
2). Supported Moses’ hands in battle (Ex 17:8-13).
Built golden calf (Ex 32; Dt 9:20). Talked against
Moses (Nu 12). Priesthood opposed (Nu 16); staff
budded (Nu 17). Forbidden to enter land (Nu
20:1-12). Death (Nu 20:22-29; 33:38-39).

ABADDON* 
Rev 9: 11 whose name in Hebrew is A,

ABANDON (ABANDONED)
Dt 4: 31 he will not a or destroy you
1Ki 6: 13 and will not a my people Israel.”
Ne 9: 19 compassion you did not a them

9: 31 an end to them or a them,
Ps 16: 10 you will not a me to the grave,
Ac 2: 27 you will not a me to the grave,
1Ti 4: 1 in later times some will a the faith

ABANDONED (ABANDON)
Ge 24: 27 who has not a his kindness
2Co 4: 9 persecuted, but not a; struck down,

ABBA* 
Mk 14: 36 “A, Father,” he said, “everything is
Ro 8: 15 And by him we cry, “A, Father.”
Gal 4: 6 the Spirit who calls out, “A, Father

ABEDNEGO
Deported to Babylon with Daniel (Da 1:1-6).

Name changed from Azariah (Da 1:7). Refused
defilement by food (Da 1:8-20). Refused idol wor-
ship (Da 3:1-12); saved from furnace (Da 3:13-
30).

ABEL
Second son of Adam (Ge 4:2). Offered proper

sacrifice (Ge 4:4; Heb 11:4). Murdered by Cain
(Ge 4:8; Mt 23:35; Lk 11:51; 1Jn 3:12).

ABHOR (ABHORS)
Lev 26: 30 of your idols, and I will a you.
Dt 7: 26 Utterly a and detest it,
Ps 26: 5 I a the assembly of evildoers

119:163 I hate and a falsehood
139: 21 and a those who rise up against you

Am 6: 8 “I a the pride of Jacob
Ro 2: 22 You who a idols, do you rob

ABHORS (ABHOR)
Pr 11: 1 The LORD a dishonest scales,

ABIATHAR
High priest in days of Saul and David (1Sa 22;

2Sa 15; 1Ki 1-2; Mk 2:26). Escaped Saul’s slaugh-
ter of priests (1Sa 22:18-23). Supported David in
Absalom’s revolt (2Sa 15:24-29). Supported
Adonijah (1Ki 1:7-42); deposed by Solomon (1Ki
2:22-35; cf. 1Sa 2:31-35).

ABIGAIL
1. Sister of David (1Ch 2:16-17).
2. Wife of Nabal (1Sa 25:30); pled for his life

with David (1Sa 25:14-35). Became David’s wife
after Nabal’s death (1Sa 25:36-42); bore him
Kileab (2Sa 3:3) also known as Daniel (1Ch 3:1).

ABIHU
Son of Aaron (Ex 6:23; 24:1, 9); killed for offer-

ing unauthorized fire (Lev 10; Nu 3:2-4; 1Ch 24:1-
2).

ABIJAH
1. Second son of Samuel (1Ch 6:28); a corrupt

judge (1Sa 8:1-5).
2. An Aaronic priest (1Ch 24:10; Lk 1:5).
3. Son of Jeroboam I of Israel; died as prophe-

sied by Ahijah (1Ki 14:1-18).
4. Son of Rehoboam; king of Judah who fought

Jeroboam I attempting to reunite the kingdom
(1Ki 14:31-15:8; 2Ch 12:16-14:1; Mt 1:7).

ABILITY (ABLE)
Ex 35: 34 tribe of Dan, the a to teach others.
Dt 8: 18 for it is he who gives you the a
Ezr 2: 69 According to their a they gave
Mt 25: 15 one talent, each according to his a.
Ac 11: 29 disciples, each according to his a,
2Co 1: 8 far beyond our a to endure,

8: 3 were able, and even beyond their a.

ABIMELECH
1. King of Gerar who took Abraham’s wife

Sarah, believing her to be his sister (Ge 20). Later
made a covenant with Abraham (Ge 21:22-33).

2. King of Gerar who took Isaac’s wife Rebekah,
believing her to be his sister (Ge 26:1-11). Later
made a covenant with Isaac (Ge 26:12-31).

3. Son of Gideon (Jdg 8:31). Attempted to
make himself king (Jdg 9).

ABISHAG* 
Shunammite virgin; attendant of David in his

old age (1Ki 1:1-15; 2:17-22).

ABISHAI
Son of Zeruiah, David’s sister (1Sa 26:6; 1Ch

2:16). One of David’s chief warriors (1Ch 11:15-
21): against Edom (1Ch 18:12-13), Ammon (2Sa
10), Absalom (2Sa 18), Sheba (2Sa 20). Wanted
to kill Saul (1Sa 26), killed Abner (2Sa 2:18-27;
3:22-39), wanted to kill Shimei (2Sa 16:5-13;
19:16-23).

ABLE (ABILITY ENABLE ENABLED
ENABLES ENABLING)
Nu 14: 16 ‘The LORD was not a
1Ch 29: 14 that we should be a to give
2Ch 2: 6 who is a to build a temple for him,
Eze 7: 19 and gold will not be a to save them
Da 3: 17 the God we serve is a to save us

4: 37 walk in pride he is a to humble.
Mt 9: 28 “Do you believe that I am a
Lk 13: 24 will try to enter and will not be a to

14: 30 to build and was not a to finish.’
21: 15 none of your adversaries will be a
21: 36 and that you may be a to stand

Ac 5: 39 you will not be a to stop these men;
Ro 8: 39 will be a to separate us

14: 4 for the Lord is a to make him stand
16: 25 to him who is a to establish you

2Co 9: 8 God is a to make all grace abound
Eph 3: 20 him who is a to do immeasurably

6: 13 you may be a to stand your ground,
1Ti 3: 2 respectable, hospitable, a to teach,
2Ti 1: 12 and am convinced that he is a

2: 24 kind to everyone, a to teach,
3: 15 which are a to make you wise

Heb 2: 18 he is a to help those who are being
7: 25 he is a to save completely

Jas 3: 2 a to keep his whole body in check.
Jude 24 To him who is a to keep you
Rev 5: 5 He is a to open the scroll

ABNER
Cousin of Saul and commander of his army (1Sa

14:50; 17:55-57; 26). Made Ish-Bosheth king af-
ter Saul (2Sa 2:8-10), but later defected to David
(2Sa 3:6-21). Killed Asahel (2Sa 2:18-32), for
which he was killed by Joab and Abishai (2Sa
3:22-39).

ABOLISH (ABOLISHED ABOLISHING)
Hos 2: 18 I will a from the land,
Mt 5: 17 that I have come to a the Law

ABOLISHED (ABOLISH)
Gal 5: 11 the offense of the cross has been a.

ABOLISHING* (ABOLISH)
Eph 2: 15 by a in his flesh the law

ABOMINATION* 
Da 11: 31 set up the a that causes desolation.

12: 11 a that causes desolation is set up,
Mt 24: 15 the holy place ‘the a that causes
Mk 13: 14 you see ‘the a that causes

ABOUND (ABOUNDING)
2Co 9: 8 able to make all grace a to you,

9: 8 you will a in every good work.
Php 1: 9 that your love may a more

ABOUNDING (ABOUND)
Ex 34: 6 slow to anger, a in love
Nu 14: 18 a in love and forgiving sin
Ne 9: 17 slow to anger and a in love.
Ps 86: 5 a in love to all who call to you.

86: 15 slow to anger, a in love
103: 8 slow to anger, a in love.

Joel 2: 13 slow to anger and a in love,
Jnh 4: 2 slow to anger and a in love,

ABRAHAM
Abram, son of Terah (Ge 11:26-27), husband of

Sarah (Ge 11:29).
Covenant relation with the LORD (Ge 12:1-3;

13:14-17; 15; 17; 22:15-18; Ex 2:24; Ne 9:8; Ps
105; Mic 7:20; Lk 1:68-75; Ro 4; Heb 6:13-15).

Called from Ur, via Haran, to Canaan (Ge 12:1;
Ac 7:2-4; Heb 11:8-10). Moved to Egypt, nearly
lost Sarah to Pharaoh (Ge 12:10-20). Divided the
land with Lot; settled in Hebron (Ge 13). Saved
Lot from four kings (Ge 14:1-16); blessed by
Melchizedek (Ge 14:17-20; Heb 7:1-20). Declared
righteous by faith (Ge 15:6; Ro 4:3; Gal 3:6-9). Fa-
thered Ishmael by Hagar (Ge 16).

Name changed from Abram (Ge 17:5; Ne 9:7).
Circumcised (Ge 17; Ro 4:9-12). Entertained
three visitors (Ge 18); promised a son by Sarah
(Ge 18:9-15; 17:16). Questioned destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah (Ge 18:16-33). Moved to
Gerar; nearly lost Sarah to Abimelech (Ge 20). Fa-
thered Isaac by Sarah (Ge 21:1-7; Ac 7:8; Heb
11:11-12); sent away Hagar and Ishmael (Ge
21:8-21; Gal 4:22-30). Covenant with Abimelech
(Ge 21:22-32). Tested by offering Isaac (Ge 22;
Heb 11:17-19; Jas 2:21-24). Sarah died; bought
field of Ephron for burial (Ge 23). Secured wife for
Isaac (Ge 24). Fathered children by Keturah (Ge

Concordance

Word or block entries marked with an asterisk (*) list every verse in the Bible in which the word
appears.  Words in parentheses after an entry remind the reader to check other forms of that
word in locating a passage.
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Index to Color Maps

Abana River   6 D1; 7 D1; 9 D1
Abarim Mts.   2 E3
Abel Meholah   7 C3
Abel Shittim   3 D2
Abila  9 C1/C2
Abilene   9 D1; 11 H4; 13 H4
Acco   2 D1; 4 B2;  5 A3; 6 B2;  

9 B2; 11 B2
Achaia   13 D3; 14 C3
Adora   9 B5
Adriatic Sea   13 C2; 14 C2
Aegean Sea   1 A1; 13 E2; 14 D3
Africa   13 B3; 14 B3
Ai   1 C3; 3 C2
Aijalon   6 B4
Aleppo   1 C2; 5 B1; 8a B1; 8b B4; 

12 C1; 13 H3
Alexandria   14 D3
Alexandrium  9 C4
Alps   14 B2
Altar   10 C3
Amathus  9 C3
Amman   2 E2; 9 C4
Ammon   3 D2; 4 D3; 5 B3; 

6 C3; 7 D4
Amphipolis   13 E2
Anathoth   7 B4
Antinoe   14 D4
Antioch  12 B1; 13 G3; 14 E3
Antipatris  9 B3   
Antonia Fortress   10 B2 
Aphek   4 B3; 6 B3; 7 B3; 
Apollonia   13 D2
Arabah   2 D5
Arabia   1 D2; 13 H5
Arabian Desert   14 E4
Arabians   8a B3
Arad   7 B5; 9 B5
Aram   1 C2; 4 D1; 5 B3; 6 D2; 7 D1
Aramean Desert   5 C2

Ararat   8a B1; 8b B4
Ararat, Mt.   1 E1; 8a C1
Araxes River   1 E1; 8a C1
Arbela   8b C4
Armenia   14 E2  
Arnon River   2 E3; 3 D3; 4 C4; 6 C4; 

7 C4; 9 C5
Aroer   4 C4
Arrapkha   8a C1; 8b C4
Arubu   8a B3; 8b B4 
Arvad   5 B2; 8a B2; 8b B5
Ashdod   4 A4; 5 A4; 6 A4; 9 A4
Asher   4 B2
Ashkelon   4 A4; 6 A4; 9 A4
Ashtaroth   4 C2; 5 B3; 6 C2
Asia   13 F3
Asshur   1 D2; 8a C2; 8b C4
Assos   13 E2
Athens   13 D3; 14 C3
Atlantic Ocean   14 A1
Attalia   13 G3
Auranitis   9 D2
Azekah   3 C2
Azotus   9 A4; 12 A5

Babylon   1 E3; 8a C2; 8b C5
Babylonians   1 D2
Bashan   3 D1
Batana  9 C2
Batanea  9 C2
Beautiful, Gate   10 C3
Beersheba   1 C3; 2 D3; 3 C3; 4 B5; 

5 A4; 6 B5; 7 B5; 9 A5
Beersheba, Desert of   7 B5
Behistun   8b D5
Beirut  6 B1
Benjamin   4 B4
Benjamin Mts.   2 D2
Berea   13 D2

Berothai   5 B2
Besor Brook   2 C3; 3 C3; 6 A4; 

7 A5; 9 A5
Beth Horon   3 C2
Beth Shan   4 B2; 5 B3; 6 B3
Beth Shemesh   4 B4
Bethany   9 B4; 11 B5
Bethany beyond Jordan   9 C2;

11 C3, C5
Bethel   1 C3; 3 C2; 4 B3; 6 B4; 7 B4
Bethesda Pool   10 C2
Bethlehem   2 D3; 4 B4; 6 B4; 

9 B4; 11 B5
Bethsaida   9 C2; 11 C2
Bethsura   12 A5
Betogabris   12 A5
Bezer   4 C4
Bithynia & Pontus   13 F2; 14 D2
Black Sea   1 C1; 8a B1;

13 E1; 14 D2
Bozrah  6 C5
Britain   14 B1
Byblos   1 C2; 5 B2; 8a B2; 

8b B5; 12 B3
Byzantium   14 D2

Cabul   4 B2
Caesarea   9 A3; 11 A3; 

12 A4; 13 G4
Caesarea Philippi   9 C1; 11 C1;

12 B4
Calah   8a C1
Cana   9 B2; 11 B2
Canaan   3 C2
Capernaum   9 B2; 11 C2; 12 B4
Caphtor   1 A2
Cappadocia   13 G2; 14 E2
Carchemish   1 C1; 8a B1; 8b B4
Carmel, Mt.   2 D2; 6 B2; 7 B3; 9 B2
Carthage   14 B3

The Index to Color Maps will lead you to place-names found on the color maps in the back of
this Bible.  References are to the map number and map margin markings.
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