






















26  •  The King Jesus Gospel

No one understood the gospel until Paul. No one could understand 
the gospel until after the cross and resurrection and Pentecost.”

“Not even Jesus?” I asked.
“Nope. Not possible,” he affirmed. I wanted to add an old cheeky 

line I’ve often used: “Poor Jesus, born on the wrong side of the cross, 
didn’t get to preach the gospel.” My satire, if not sarcasm, would 
not have helped, so I held back. But I’ve heard others make similar 
claims about Jesus, Paul, and the gospel, and this book will offer a 
thorough rebuttal of this conviction.

Answer C: For this pastor, the word gospel means “ justification by 
faith,” and since Jesus really didn’t talk in those terms, he flat out didn’t 
preach the gospel. Few will admit this as bluntly as that preacher did, 
but I’m glad some do. This view is wrong and wrongheaded.

Harsh words, I admit.
Each of these three instances — ​the emailer who can’t figure out 

how in the world “Messiah” and “gospel” are connected, and the 
two pastors who believe “justification by faith” and “gospel” are one 
and the same (one thinking Jesus preached it and the other think-
ing Jesus didn’t and couldn’t have) — ​illustrate my deep concern. I 
believe the word gospel has been hijacked by what we believe about 
“personal salvation,” and the gospel itself has been reshaped to facili-
tate making “decisions.” The result of this hijacking is that the word 
gospel no longer means in our world what it originally meant to either 
Jesus or the apostles.

I know this is an unusual claim, and I know some will think my 
claim is outlandish, so I’m going to ask you to be patient enough to 
hear me out. I believe we are mistaken, and that mistake is creating 
problems we are trying to solve. But as long as we remain mistaken, 
we will never solve the problems. Our system is broken and our so-
called gospel broke it. We can’t keep trying to improve the mechan-
ics of the system because they’re not the problem. The problem is 
that the system is doing what it should do because it is energized by 
a badly shaped gospel.

Over lunch not long ago I mentioned to a well-known American 
pastor what this book was about. Here is what he said to me: “Scot, 
we need that book. The reason we need the book is because people 
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are confused. Not only are they confused, they don’t even know they 
are confused.”

I asked for more because he, too, seemed to observe the “fog” 
that others are seeing. Here’s the gist of what he said: “For most 
American Christians, the gospel is about getting my sins forgiven 
so I can go to heaven when I die.” Then he rolled onward: “I will 
never forget encountering what Dallas Willard called ‘the gospel of 
sin management.’ When I read Dallas, I knew he was right. If the 
gospel isn’t about transformation, it isn’t the gospel of the Bible. We 
need a book that tells us in clear terms what the gospel of the New 
Testament really is.” That pastor is right. I hope this book helps him 
and others like him.

Our biggest problem is that we have an entire culture shaped by 
a misunderstanding of the gospel. That so-called gospel is decon-
structing the church.

A short recap of the gospel I received: Basic four 
spiritual law premise, justification by faith alone, plus 
some guilt if you didn’t do the “optional” work in ad-
dition to the faith part, and a bonus of “you probably 
have not received that gospel” if you don’t believe 
in a six-day creation. . . . Whereas the gospel I grew 
up with was basically “sin management,” the gospel 
Paul is describing [in 1 Corinthians 15] is a solution 
to “sin” in order to “defeat” the bigger problem or 
enemy: “death.”� “Gary” — ​a student
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