










18 F A I T H  L E S S O N S  O N  T H E  E A R L Y  C H U R C H

size of Asia Minor in comparison to Israel. And what do you 
know about the culture of Asia Minor that made it a seem-
ingly unlikely place to find early Chris tian disciples?

2. Why was it so important for the disciples to know who Jesus 
was — to know what he taught, how he lived every day, how 
he conducted his relationships — and to actually see him 
ascend to heaven?

Small Group Bible Discovery and Discussion 
(11 minutes)

Following the Example of the Rabbi

The disciples of a rabbi — talmidim — were passionately devoted to 
him. Their overriding passion was to become like the rabbi and to 
learn to live as he lived. As the rabbi lived and interpreted the Torah, 
his disciples watched and noted everything he said and did so that 
they could learn to do the same. Eventually, they also would become 
teachers, passing on what they’d learned to their talmidim.

1. To be a talmid meant far more than to simply learn what the 
rabbi knew. What do the following verses reveal about who 
Jesus wanted his disciples to be and what he wanted them to 
do — how he wanted them to live out their faith daily?
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