We want to hear from you. Please send your comments about this
book to us in care of zreview@zondervan.com. Thank you.

ZONDERVAN

When You Need a Miracle
Copyright © 2009 by Ann Spangler

This title is also available as a Zondervan ebook.
Visit www.zondervan.com/ebooks.

This title is also available in a Zondervan audio edition.
Visit www.zondervan.fm.

Requests for information should be addressed to:

Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49530

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Spangler, Ann.
When you need a miracle: stories to give you faith and bring you hope /
Ann Spangler.
. cm.
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 978-0-310-27839-9 (hardcover)
1. Miracles. 2. Angels —Christianity. |. Title.
BT97.3.565-2009
235.3—dc22 2009018578

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible,
New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright ©1973,1978,1984 by International Bible
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

Some Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible,
copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission. All
rights reserved.

Any Internet addresses (websites, blogs, etc.) and telephone numbers printed in this
book are offered as a resource. They are not intended in any way to be or imply an
endorsement by Zondervan, nor does Zondervan vouch for the content of these sites
and numbers for the life of this book.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means —electronic, mechanical,
photocopy, recording, or any other —except for brief quotations in printed reviews,
without the prior permission of the publisher.

Interior design by Michelle Espinoza
Printed in the United States of America

09 101112131415 22212019 181716 1514131211109 87 65 4321



CONTENTS

Introduction / 9
Notes to the Reader / 13
PART 1: ANGELIC ENCOUNTERS / 15
Why Talk about Angels?

THE GIFT OF ANGELS / 21

Let Wonder Surround You = The Angel and the Oatmeal
= The Angel and the Accident = Face to Face
~= Ladder of Angels

NOW YOU SEE THEM, NOW YOU DON'T / 35

Open Our Eyes = Sometimes Angels Don’t Fly
= The Little Girl and the Angel = Thwarted
~= Was It Really an Angel?

ANGELS TO GUARD US / 49

An Angel on Board = The Toddler and the Angel
~=- A Miracle in Johannesburg = Unchained by an Angel
~=- A Distressing Dream

ANGELS WITH A MESSAGE / 64

An Angel and Two Miracles = Never Doubt an Angel
~=- A Sky Full of Angels = An Angel and a Birth

Announcement —=- A Snow-White Angel



ANGELS TO THE RESCUE / 79

An Angel Speaks in the Wilderness = “A Bonny White Man”
~= Angels in the Fire = The Angels versus the Lions
= The Greatest Rescue Ever

ANGELS IN DISGUISE / 95

An Insane Angel = A Telegram from Hell
= A Case of Possession = New Age Angels
~= Tempted in Eden

ANGELS AND THE UNSEEN WAR / 108

When the Devil Lives Next Door = The Prince of This World
= The Bread of Angels = Fighting on the Side of the Angels
~= Angels Protect Us from Evil

EARTHLY ANGELS / 122

An Earthly Angel and a Healing Dream
~= Three Angels to the Rescue = A Better Gift than Angels
~= Just a Coincidence? = An Angel on an Airplane

WHEN NO DELIVERING ANGEL COMES / 139

How to Fight the Dark Angels = A Dream or a Nightmare?
= An Angel of Courage = Calling All Angels
~= Feeling Abandoned by God

ANGELS AT THE MOMENT OF OUR DEATH / 153

The Angel in the Tomb = Aunt Kate and the Angels
= Can’t You See the Angels? =- On the Side of the Angels?
~= Are You Ready to See an Angel?



WITH THE ANGELS ON OUR SIDE / 168

Eavesdropping on Angels = Put a Smile on Your Angel’s Face
~= A Wing and a Prayer = When an Angel Calls Your Name
~= A Dream of Angels

PART 2: MIRACULOUS ENCOUNTERS / 181
A Word about Miracles

MIRACLES HAPPEN WHEN YOU PRAY / 185

The Wedding Miracle = Lost and Found
~= The Prayer of a Child =- A Miracle of Sheer Persistence
~ The Miracle of Persistent Love

MIRACLES OF HEALING / 200

An Enemy Healed = Healing Presence
~= A Miracle of the Mind = One Miracle at a Time
= “A Dream Healed My Fear”

MIRACLES THAT MULTIPLY / 216

An Education in Miracles =- A Miracle of Soup and Bread
~=- The Miracle of Too Many Fish = A Miracle and Money
~=- The Miracle of Oil

MIRACLES OF LIFE AND DEATH / 231

A Death-Defying Miracle =- The Miracle of a Happy Death
= A Child’s Miracle = A Miracle of Hope
~= A Miracle of Life



MIRACLES OF DELIVERANCE / 248

The Miracle of Too Many Frogs = Deliver Me from Evil
~= The Miracle of the Boy and the Giant
~= A Miracle in the Night =- A Miracle of Light and Dark

WHEN MIRACLES DON'T HAPPEN / 265

A Faith without Miracles = Turning Stones to Bread
~= A Temporary Miracle = A Better Way than Miracles
~= The Dangers of the Gospel

MIRACLES AND DREAMS / 280

A Dream of Amazing Grace = Someone Was Praying
= This Dream Came True = An Enemy’s Dream
= “I Dreamed of a Golden City”

Bibliography | 297



WHY TALK ABOUT ANGELS?

hen I was a less-than-cherubic child of four or five, I enter-

tained a variety of unorthodox notions about the universe
and my place in it. Knowing nothing of the Bible at that time, my
child’s mind tried to make sense out of some of the deeper ques-
tions of life. Chief among these was the question of where I had
come from.

My parents did their best to teach me my prayers, take me to
church, and explain that God deserved the credit for making me.
Still, I wondered if God hadn’t created me somewhere in the clouds
(where I thought heaven was) and only later sent me down to join
my family on earth. No doubt I had been influenced by paintings
I had seen of chubby little angels bouncing from cloud to cloud,
their wings firmly glued to shoulders about the size of mine. More
than anything, I wanted to believe that I too had once had wings
and would someday have them again. Though I did not understand
my desires then, I believe now that I longed for the freedom that
the angels possessed and for the ability to move at will between
heaven and earth. Somehow, I felt too heavy for my years, unfairly
chained by gravity to the natural world when what I wanted was to
soar into the skies where I imagined God to be. So strong was my
desire to be airborne that, like many children who grew up watch-
ing Clark Kent transform himself into Superman, I once attempted
a disastrous flight down the living room stairs.

Such experiences were to alter my views drastically. But they
did not change my desire for a deeper connection with God and
with the unseen world he had created. Years later I have come
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18 WHEN YOU NEED A MIRACLE

to understand his mercy and his plan of salvation, accomplished
through the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth. I have also come
to cherish and to believe the Bible, which tells the unfolding story
of God’s love for us and his plan for the human race.

Page after page of the Scriptures describe the long struggle
between God and the men and women he created to know him. It
is a story of mercy, miracles, rebellion, treachery, wrath, repentance,
nick-of-time rescues, and ultimate salvation. The cast of characters
includes not only the Creator himself and the countless men and
women he has made but also angels, both good and bad.

Too often, though, we ignore the role that angels play. Many
Christians are afraid that talk of angels will distract from the power
and majesty of God. And many others have a hard time taking
angels all that seriously. But as John Calvin has said, “The angels
are the dispensers and administrators of the Divine beneficence
toward us; they regard our safety, undertake our defense, direct our
ways and exercise a constant solicitude that no evil befall us.”

Like it or not, angels are important players in the drama of
salvation. Perhaps it’s time we paid a little more attention to these
powerful and loving allies that God has given us. True, there are
dangers. We must not forget that worship belongs only to God, no
matter how beautiful or powerful some of his creatures may be (see
Revelation 19:10). We must also remember that angels are but one
way that God works in the universe. Pascal said, “We create angels,
but trouble comes if we create too many.” They aren’t the whole
story, nor even the most important part of the story. They are sim-
ply supporting actors, servants of the living God, as we are. Even
so, such fears fail to justify our ignorance of the angels. Knowing
more about their nature and purpose will help us to perceive more
of God’s majesty and his loving plan for our lives.



WHY TALK ABOUT ANGELS? 19

I have delved into the pages of the Bible and listened to the
stories of people of faith in the hopes of satisfying my own curios-
ity about angels and offering comfort and encouragement to any-
one who longs for a deeper connection with God. The skepticism
and rationalism of our age have not smothered our desire for the
spiritual dimension of life. If anything, such attitudes have merely
created a pent-up thirst that only God can quench.

I hope that these reflections will increase your thirst and your
desire to know God as you become aware of the heavenly allies
he has given you. If we let them, angels can be a window to God,
offering a glimpse of his power, his goodness, and his loving inten-
tions toward us. It’s time to put aside a materialistic view of the
universe in favor of a thoroughly biblical one. With this book, I
hope to do in writing what a painter by the name of Sir Edward
Coley Burne-Jones accomplished in his art: “The more materialistic
science becomes, the more angels shall I paint: their wings are my
protest in favor of the immortality of the soul.”



